LEN DEO
PRESIDENT
New Jersey Family Policy Council

PAUL BAGNOLI
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

TONI MEYER
RESEARCH ANALYST

NEW JERSEY FAMILY POLICY COUNCIL
P.O. Box 6011
Parsippany, NJ 07054
Phrone: (973) 263-5258
Fax: (973) 263-3772
E-mail: info@njfpc.org
Website: www.njfpc.org

©2000 New Jersey Family Policy Council. All rights reserved.
The New Jersey Index of Leading Cultural Indicators may be reproduced in whole or in part,
without charge, for non-commercial purposes without prior permission from

New Jersey Family Policy Council.

Phartial funding of this research report was provided by the Bodman Foundation, New York, NY.

New Jersey Index of Leading Cultural Indicators



.
3
.

A message for the State from
New Jersey Family Policy Council:

In New Jersey as well as the nation, the cultural
situation has become what it is because our beliefs,
our behavior and our philosophy have in many
instances changed for the worse, particularly with
respect to the family. The New Jersey Family Policy
Coungil, along with other family researchers and
experts across the political spectrum, believes the wel-
fare of the family is critical to the health of society.
Families can only be strengthened when public insti-
tutions become aware of the struggles they experience
and the strengths that can empower them.

It is the responsibility and best interest of
public-policy makers, community leaders, business
owners and residents of New Jersey to support
policies that will create a social environment more
conducive to families. We trust that Volume |1 of
New Jerseys Index of Leading Cultural Indicators
will be a useful tool in providing updated facts,
figures and trends to show where we are in New
Jersey and how we can effect positive changes for
the future in our families, schools, communities
and state.
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Backgrountl: Recognizing the need for a comprehen-
sive, empirical analysis of the "moral, social and behav-
ioral condition of modern American society,” William
Bennett authored The Index of Leading Cultural Indicators
in March 1993. The Index contained charts, graphs and
analyses of 30-year trends in violent crime, divorce rates,
teen pregnancy rates, number of children in single parent
homes and other important societal factors.

Bennett's Index showed that in many ways the condi-
tion of America was not good and that "unless these
trends were reversed, they would lead to the inevitable
decline of the American republic.”

Since 1993, there have been some significant posi-
tive developments that Bennett details in his recent
book, The Index of Leading Cultural Indicators: American
Society at the End of the Twentteth Century. The decade
of the '90s has seen some key social progress — reduc-
tions in welfare, violent crime and abortion, with an
upswing in SAT scores. But during the same decade we
have seen social regression in several important areas —
increases in illegitimacy, single-parent households and
cohabitation. Even taking into account recent improve-
ments, the following negatives have been on the rise
nationwide:

Increass of
467% from 1960 - 1997
463% from 1960 - 1997
461% from 1960 - 1997

* violent crime
« state and federal prisoners
* illegitimate births

« divorce rates 115% from 1960 - 1997
+ children living in single- ~ 248% from 1960 - 1998
parent homes (% of)
+ cohabiting couples 865% from 1960 - 1998
Decrease of
* SAT scores 59 points from 1960 - 1998

An Index for New Jersey: The New Jersey Family
Policy Council (NJFPC) is pleased to introduce New
Jerseys Index of Leading Cultural Indicatars, Volume II,
1999-2000, a 30-year picture of important social statistics
in New Jersey.

Similar to the national picture, Volume 11 of New
Jerseys Index of Leading Cultural Indicators reveals some
significant positive developments — reductions in
unemployment, violent crime, teen birth rates and a rise
in SAT scores. But at the same time, a troubling social

regression has been noted over the past three decades in
the state.

increass of

* violent crime 73% from 1970 - 1998
* state prisoners 475% from 1965 - 1998
* illegitimate births 678% from 1960 - 1997
« divorce ratio 325% from 1960

per 1000 marriages vs. '97-'08 average
« children living insingle-  102% from 1960 vs. 1998

parent homes' (% of )
« cohabiting couples 56% from 1980-1990°

Decreass of
* Verbal SAT Scores 63 points from 1965 - 1999
A Message for the Nation:  |n his most recent Index,
Bennett makes the following points:
« Some celebration is in order as authentic gains have been
achieved. But the worrisome trends are deeply worrisome
— afflicting the family in particular — and we need to
think about them afresh.
+ Civilizations stand on precicus few pillars, and during
the last three-and-a-half decades, many of our pillars have
cracked. Although we have learned to live this way, it is
important to remind ourselves periodically just how much
ground we have lost.
» Even during a time of record prosperity, many
Americans believe something has gone wrong at the core.
The nation we live in is more violent, vulgar, cynical,
remorseless and depressed than the one we once inhabit-
ed. A popular culture that is often brutal, gruesome and
enamored with death robs many children of their inno-
cence. People kill other people, and themselves, more easi-
ly. Men and women abandon each other and their chil-
dren more readily. Marriage and the family are weaker,
more unstable, less normative.
» These are social realities and they pose an enormous chal-
lenge to us. But surely the successes of the 90s do give us
something upon which to build. Above all they remind us
that we do not have to sit passively by while our culture
breaks apart. Restoring a society’s social and moral order —
making it more humane, civil, responsible and just — is no
simple task. But America remains what it has always been:
an exceptional nation. Our capacity for seff-renewal is
unique and real. We have relied upon it in the past and
must call on it again.

1 New Jersey Index of Leading Cultural Indfcators
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Population of New Jersey

10,000,000

8,000,000

Research Institute explains that by choos-
ing to have fewer children, we will also be
99 dependent on immigrants —rather than
our posterity — to support our social
structure in our old age.’

In New Jersey, persons of Hispanic
origin have accounted for about 70 per-

6,000,000

cent of our total population growth (rep-
resenting 12.4 percent of the state’s popu-
lation) in the '80s. This figure is expected

4,000,000

to increase by 35 percent from 1996 to
2006. The Asian population, though only
representing 5.6 percent of the state's

2,000,000

population, has increased by 63.4 percent
between 1990 and 1998.
The largest age group, "baby

1860 1965 1870 1975 1980 1985 1890 1885 2000  boomers’ (born between 1946 and

ANALYSIS: New Jersey's population grew by 4.7 percent
between 1990 and 1998° and it is projected to near
8,436,600 by 2006, growing 5.6 percent between 1996 and
2006. This is somewhat faster than the 5 percent growth
rate in the decade of the '80s, but slower than the projected
national growth rate.!

Nationally, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, the
the rate of increase of the natural population is only about
0.5 percent annually and dropping. However, due to
falling birth rates since the 70s, the natural population

1964), will be 42-60 years old in 2006
and are projected to represent 27 percent of New Jersey's
entire poputation. The "baby bust” cohort (born between
1965 and 1976) will be 30-41 years old in 2006 and is
projected to account for less than one-sixth of the state’s
population. The children of the baby boomers, or the so-
called "baby boom echo” (born between 1977 and 1994),
will be the second largest age group in New Jersey,
accounting for 25 percent of the state’s total population.®
(See Appendix for population by county.)

increase is much lower in New lersey. There are simply

ETHNIC POPULATION % OF TOTAL

YeAR POPULATION  WHITE Buack  OmHER® WHITE BLACK OTHER

too few young people coming into the workforce to fill

available jobs and maintain our competitivenessinthe | 1960 4835329 4511585 318565 5179 933 65 01

world market.

A December 1999 report was issued jointly by the
Center for Labor Market Studies at Northeastern
University and the non-profit organization, Mass Inc.,
entitled “The Changing Workforce: Immigrants and
the New Economy in Massachusetts.” The report states
that dependence on immigration for sustaining eco-
nomic productivity and market competitiveness extends
throughout the entire Northeast Corridor. New Jersey,
New York, Rhode Island and Connecticut, together
with Massachusetts, are the five states most dependent

1965 6,803,910
1970 7,168,164 6,349908 770292 47964 885 107 06
1975 7,332,965
1980 7,364,823 6127532 927967 309324 32 126 42
1885 7,568,000

1990 7,757,713 6383894 1079568 296251 823 139 38
1993 7,873,468 6,391,406 1125307 355782 812 143 45
1994 7,916,143 6400247 1138882 377014 808 144 47
1995 7,962,255 6413675 1,150,323 398257 805 144 50
1996 8007905 6425204 1161608 421003 802 145 52
1997 8,058,384 6437121 1173901 447,362 799 146 55
1988 8115011 6452085 1188236 474680 795 146 58
1999 8143412

'S.'eAppazd.Ln
SOURCE: STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF THE U.S., U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,

on immigration to generate labor workforce growth. BUREAU OF CENSUS; 1990-1998 N.J. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR - LABOR MARKET AND

Stephen P. Mosher, president of the Population

DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH DIVISION.
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Infant Mortality

Infant Mortality per 1,000 Live Births
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ANAIYSES: Over the last four decades, infant mortal- MORTALITY
ity has declined significantly. Both the numberof births L B;RT H1 %&T)E | o R/;T(E)oo
. . . \WVE ER |, NFANT ER 1,
and the birth ratesin New Jersey had increased for YEAR BiRTHS  PopuLATION  DEATHS  LIVE BIRTHS
about 15 years before peaking in 1990. Since then, there NJ NJ US NJ NJ US.
has be.en a consecutive decline at least through 1997. 1960 132374 218 237 3248 245 260
(Note: 1998 numbers are raw data.) 1965 125194 185 194 29018 233 247
Birth rates for New Jersey continue to remain 1970 120168 168 184 2406 200 200

; : 1975 91862 126 148 1434 157 161
lower than U.S. birth rates, as they have since 1960. 198 95886 131 159 1201 126 126

New Jersey’s birth rate for 1997 ranks 28th in the 1985 105329 139 158 113 106 106
nation, with Utah having the highest, 20.9 live births 1%‘: 13333[7, :gg }§’§ :.ggg g{l) g-g
H 7 B . 3 o . 3
per 1000 population. 1992 120446 154 159 1.0m 84 85
In 1997, the infant mortality rate continued its 1993 117841 150 155 989 84 84
gradual decline and fell to a new record low for the :gg‘; 1}?4'223 ::g 13% 573%(11 ;-Z ;-g
state. The black infant mortality rate remained 1906 114335 143 147 792 69 73
higher in relation to the white rate by 2.75 times. 1997 N3279 141 1S5 n9 63 72
New Jersey ranks 27th in the nation with an infant 1998" 116519 144 146 Unscide Unaiate 7.2
mortality rate of 6.3 per 1,000 live births for the Preliminacy date.
ear 19978 Source: NEWw JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES;
y . NaTIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH SIATISTICS, MORTALITY BRANCH.

Nicholas Eberstadt of the Harvard Center for
Population and Development Studies writes that the  ure at all income levels of some parents to take
problem of infant mortality is "principally a parental  advantage of prenatal care.’
problem” compounded by increases in illegitimate
births, drug, alcoho! and tobacco abuse and the fail-

New Jersey Index of Leading Cultural Indicators 2



Births to Women Under 20
Years 0ld hy Marital Status

Births to Women Under 20
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ANAIYSIS: The data shows that 9 out of 10 teen
mothers (90.1 percent) who gave birth in 1997 were
unmarried. This percentage of unwed teen mothers has
grown more than five-fold since 1960, when it was 17.2
percent, to 90.1 percent in 1997. Further, the data
reveals that while the actual number of births to unmar-
ried teen mothers has increased by 285 percent since
1960, the overall rate of births in the state has been
declining — from 21.8 to 14.1 in 1997.

After peaking in 1991, the New Jersey birth rate
fell 15.75 percent from 1991 to 1997. Nationally, dur-
ing this same period, the teen birth rate also fell, fol-
lowing the same pattem, dropping almost 15 percent
by 1997.° A stark difference is found, however, in com-
paring New Jersey's pregnancy and abortion rates to the
national rate. From 1992 to 1996, the national preg-
nancy rate dropped (from 112 to 97 out of 1000 teens,
ages 15-19) and the abortion rate declined (from 35 to
29 teens out of 1000). New Jersey was the only state
that did not experience a decline in pregnancy rates (97
out of 1000 teens 15-19) and was one of only three
states whose abortion rates actually increased (from 45
to 50 out of 1000 teens, ages 15-19)."

Although New Jersey has the second lowest
teen birth rate in the nation, we have one of the
highest teen abortion rates in the country (see
Abortion section, page 6). A large percentage of the
decline in births in the state might be attributable
to abortion.

Unmarvied Women

M There are many questions and complex dynam-
ics in New Jersey that make it difficult to understand
what is going on with teen pregnancy, births and abor-
tion rates and contributing behaviors, Is the percentage
increase in abortion rates due to pregnant Pennsylvania
teens using New Jersey abortion clinics to circumvent
their own state laws?"? Another critical question involves
the positive results of both the 1995 and 1997 “Youth
Risk Behavior Survey of New Jersey Female High
School Students,” which show the rate of sexual activity
among New Jersey teens has declined and the percent-
age of teens choosing abstinence has increased. If our
teens are being more abstinent, why arent pregnancy
rates decreasing more? Is the remaining percentage of
sexually active teens engaging in an even higher rate of
sexual activity resulting in more abortions? These ques-
tions highlight the need for better surveys and more
accurate data collection to obtain answers.

M Nationally, the declines in pregnancies and
abortions are being attributed to increased abstinence
and to more options for contraception, such as injecta-
bles.” Nationwide more teenagers are choosing absti-
nence" and more schools are using abstinence-only
curricula. According to separate surveys by the Kaiser
Family Foundation and the Alan Guttmacher Institute
(both released in December 1999), between 34-35
percent of the nation's schools are currently teaching
that abstinence until marriage is the only appropriate
option, and explaining the shortcomings of contracep-
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Births to Women Under 20

Years Old hy Marital Status (cont.)
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tive approaches.” In addition, during the first half of
1999 alone, 11 states enacted abstinence-related legisla-
tion.™ New Jersey requires the teaching of abstinence,
but not necessarily until marriage, and within the con-
text of comprehensive sex education, which requires
teaching contraceptive options.” Currently, studies are
being done nationwide to better document and quanti-
fy the contribution abstinence is making, percentage-
wise, in the reduction in teen pregnancy rates.

M Congress issued Title V funding for abstinence-
based curricula in 1998 and every state applied for it.
Their rationale is clear:

+ Despite 20 years of comprehensive sex education and
increased contraceptive usage throughout the '80s, the
pregnancy rate continued to rise.” A study of data col-
lected from the CDC and the National Abortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League showed that teen
pregnancies are higher in states that teach condom _
use.” Tt has also been confirmed that condoms provide
virtually no protection from chlamydia and the HPV
virus, two of the most common and damaging sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs), transmitted by direct inti-
mate skin contact.”

+ Although the pill and new injectables like Depo-
provera may be more effective contraceptive methods,
they are drugs that affect body chemistry, they are use-
less in stopping the spread of deadly STDs and as with
any contraception, there is no protection from the
emotional pain of premature sexual involvernent. The
research is overwhelming that teen sexual activity itself
is a risk behavior.”’ Teens and young people ages 15-24
are more susceptible to ST Ds because of their under-
developed cervical anatomy and immunity.

* Abstinence-centered programs have been showing
great success throughout the "90s in reducing sexual
activity and pregnancy among teens both nationally
and in New Jersey. Tt is apparent that when teens are
consistently called to a higher standard of expected
behavior, they are rising to the challenge.”

M Abstinence-centered programs are proving suc-
cessful in delaying sexual activity and in lowering teen
pregnancy. Best Friends, an abstinence-based program
founded by Elayne Bennett in Washington D.C., has
now had success in over 90 schools in 26 cities and 14
states. In New Jersey, Best Friends is now entering its
seventh year and the program is in 10 Newark

schools. Of the 650+ girls in the Newark program
during the |ammst1’gggzmﬂg’aﬁmss

than 1 percent pregnancy rate,” only 5 percent ever

used drugs (in 1999 only 1.4 percent), and only 15
percent used alcohol. The Newark Best Friends pro-
gram participants represent a cross-section of class-
room students, including higher risk individuals cho-
sen out of an already high-risk student/teen popula-
tion. Nationally, the program has a sexual intercourse
discontinuation rate of 46.3 percent, meaning that out
of the program participants who had had sex previ-
ously, 46.3 percent discontinued their sexual activity as
a result of the program.

Two other promising programs in New Jersey
that also receive Title V funds are Free Teens USA in
Jersey City and Paterson and the Peer Challenge
Program in Cape May County. In addition, there is a
growing commitment to abstinence education
throughout our state, coordinated by the New Jersey
Coalition for Abstinence Education (NJCAE).* (See
Appendix, number 8, for details of a study on Project
Reality, an abstinence program developed under a
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
grant that now receives Title V funds.)

M The CDC promotes five "safer-sex” condom-
based programs including Becoming a Responsible
Teen, Be Proud! Be Responsible!, Focus on Kids, Get

Real About AIDS, and Reducing the Risk. Not one i{f i p
of these programs has shown even a 1 per ecline. ¢
_in non-marital births or STDs.*
STDs affect an estimated 3 million teens nation-
wide each year.”” Roughly, 880,000 teen-age girls became
pregnant in 1996, and 308,000 ended in abortion.”
NuMBER OF  NumBER OF % OF TOTAL
ToTaL NUMBER BIRTHS TO  BIRTHS TO BIRTHS TO % OF
OF BIRTHS MARRIED  UNMARRIED  UNMARRIED ToTAL
10 WOMEN WoMEN WoOMEN WOMEN BIRTHS

YEAR UNDER 20 UNDER 20 UNDER 20 UNDER 20 ALL AGES
1960 11,636 9,633 2,003 17.2 8.8%
1965 13,636 9,919 3.703 211 10.9%
1970 15,326 9,283 6,043 39.4 12.7%
1975 12,566 5,861 6,705 53.3 13.7%
1980 11133 3,768 8115 129 11.5%
1985 10,191 2,443 1,723 75.8 9.7%
1990 10,377 1,949 8,428 81.2 8.4%
1993 9,357 1,167 8,189 815 7.9%
1994 9,615 1131 8,477 88.2 8.2%
1995 9,384 1127 8,257 88.0 8.2%
1996 8,849 934 7,915 894 1.7%
1997 8,842 877 7,965 90.1 1.8%
1998 N/A N/A N/A N/A 18%
INOTE: If totals are not exact, Le. married vs. unmarried, the marital status has not been
stated. Also, fgures for 1997 were obtained from the National Center for Heaith Statistics.
SOURCE: NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES.
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Births to Unmarried Women
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ANAIYSES: Over one-quarter (28 percent) of births
in New Jersey in 1997 were to unmarried mothers. Of
these, 66.3 percent of black mothers were unmarried,
20.5 percent of white mothers and 13.2 percent of
mothers of other races were unmarried. Most teenage
mothers (90.1 percent) were unmarried. The percent-
age of births to unmarried women has increased dra-
matically over the past three decades, and the total

number of jllegitimate hirths has increased by 678.

percent since 1960.
The growing number of children being raised

without a father present is troubling. "Never before
have so many children grown up without knowing
what it means to have a father," says David
Blankenhorn, founder and president of the Institute

e===x= Al Other Ages

Greater numbers of unmarried teens becoming
mothers means more families living in poverty and
more government dollars to help them survive.
Nationally, more than 80 percent of pregnant girls
under age 17 who give birth and keep their babies end
up on welfare, costing society a staggering $21 billion a
_year* Dr. Wade Homn, former U.S. Commissioner for
“Children, Youth and Families (1989-1993), believes that
as a society we need to reconnect marriage and children,
and thereby reverse the rise in fatherlessness. But, he
says, "it will require that we stand firm on the issue of
marriage, for marriage is the most likely — not perfect,
but mast likely — pathway to a lifetime father.™

The New Jersey Family Policy Council's Fatherless
New Jersey research report will address the issue of

N
v

. >{\‘-’S/S for American Values, in his book, Fatherless America.  fatherlessness in more depth.
. f}< d(\(’\\r \;‘;&( In New Jersey ';here.were 369,528 fatherless house- Aot AL BIRTHS TO
’}L X”‘P w’; ] holds in 1998.2 Nationally about 40 percent of the TR - Cor Bl 4o o SMOMARRIED WOMEN
& . ;\é, é children who live in fatherless households have not o 200 279 460 v
9\ oa° seen their fathers in over a year.® "Parental disinvest- 1965 3:703 4:332 3:035 6.4%
,S.I‘ﬂ \;o ment cannot be offset by either maternal investment 1970 6043 7055 13078 10.8%
W %\4 c\""\&t or public investment,” Blankenhorn adds. "We will :g;g g'ﬁg 1;'222 ;403:7? ;ﬂ:
\‘«- ﬁ)\ solve it only with fathers." 1985 7723 15321 23044 21.1%
X ,'\\{,\\ The absence of a father in a childs life is detri- 1990 8328 21747 30175 24.3%
epzs,,x‘ mental in many ways. Children who grow up with }£§ 3;1‘.}3 gi:?% §;§§§ Z%
only one of their biological parents (usually the moth- 1995 8257 23454 31,711 216%
er), are three times more likely to have a child outof | 1996 773 24044 g}gg g;g;:
K( wedlock, 2.5 times more likely to become teen Moth- | 1gr- 3¢ et martet ot e saced
‘\ ers and twice as likely to drop out of high school.® e L2 bt marulstatus o st
Q)U &° )(g,‘b Seventy-two percent of adolescent murderers, 70 per- SOURCE: New JERSEY DEFARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES.
P XY ¢ _cent of long-term prison inmates, and 60 percent of 1990-1997 DATA PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH
e J% /y? rapists in this country come from fatherless homes.® | 2T Mmoo
R
\}P
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Ahortions

Abortions by Age in New Jersey
1 5’ PrLEASE NOTE: This graph shows abortion
/ by age. However, these figures represent
12,000 abortions reported by the NJ DHSS, which
? 97 only include about 50% of total NJ abortions
for 1995-96. See table, p. 7, for complete
g,m abortion totals for ‘92, ‘95 and 96, which
include all known outlets.
6,000 = mm nder 20
—=— 20-24
3,000 57| == 25-29
m 30-34
0 —=— All other
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

ANAIYSIS: There are approximately five abortions
for every 10 live births in New Jersey. Every day, an
average of 172 babies are aborted in our state.
Nationwide, the abortion rate declined between
1992 and 1996 by almost 12 percent. During that
same period in New Jersey the number of abortions
rose by 14 percent to a total of 63,100. From 1992-
96 our state was one of only three states that did not
experience a decline. In fact, teen abortions rose by
11.1 percent.® In addition, New Jersey had the third
highest teen abortion rate in the country.” The per-
centage of pregnant teens (15-19) who got abortions
in 1996 was 58 percent, totaling 13,746 teen abor-
tions for the year.” The national rate for 1996 was
35 percent.
Parental notification laws are effective in many
states in reducing the number of abortions. When
‘Minnesota passed a parent_al-_rwti_fi___(:fjti()m:ﬂfv;fﬁrl
abortions dropped by 34 percent and pregnancies
decreased by 27 percent; in Massachusetts, teen
abortions fell by 43 percent; in Nebraska, teen abor-
tion fell by 30 percent.” On June 24, 1999 New
Jersey joined 40 other states by enacting the Parental
Notification on Abortion Act by a veto-proof mar-
gin in the state legislature. Subsequently abortion
y DB]‘; _providers and the American Civil Liberties Union
w0 filed a lawsuit to block the law from taking effect. In
September 1999, New Jersey Supenor Court Judge
Marguerite Simon found that the new law was a
legitimate effort by the state "to protect minors from

\Cad

their own immaturity, to foster the family structure,
and to protect the rights of parents to rear their chil-
dren by assisting their child.”’ An appeal by the
abortion providers has also been heard in the state
Supreme Court. A decision had not been handed
down at the time of this report’s publication.

There is also a growing movement to expand
women's legal rights in regard to abortion, such as the
right to the full disclosure of information and the right
to redress psychological suffering.” In New Jersey, a
"Women's Right to Know" bill has been introduced
which would give information to women contemplat-
ing abortion. Currently, an abortion clinic is being

. r
sued in Fargo, North Dakota, for allegedly distributing o ! ‘r#‘
false information about the risks involved by handing (- R

out a brochure claiming that the link between abortion ¢ ¢ o o
and breast cancer is unsupported by medical research. < °,

Researcher Dr. Dr. Jw;iz out of 'I_3L
recent medical studies have shown a significant link.
This issue, he says, "takes the focus off of the typical
abortion debate and looks at whether women are told
all of the risks before undergoing a major surgery.””
Thirty tates including New Jersey have enacted
bans on partial birth abortion, outlawing a procedure
in which babies are killed just short of complete deliv-
ery. Because of conflicting rulings among several
states, the U.S. Supreme Court will begin to hear
arguments in April 2000 on the constitutionality of
these laws. In New Jersey, the 3rd Circuit Court of
Appeals held a hearing in November to determine the
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Ahortion (cont.)

constitutionality of the state’s ban, but it will now
most likely reserve judgement until the Supreme
Court announces its ruling.
Nationally, over 1.36 million abortions were per-
formed in 1996. For 1997, the federal Centers for
“Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimated a 3
percent drop in the number of aborticns (305 per
1,000 births), which according to their figures repre-
sents the lowest level in nearly 20 years.® Activists on
both sides of the debate say the drop is due to more
abstinence and contraception. The New Jersey
Department of Health reported a 3.7 percent drop.*
However, as is revealed in the table at right, this
assessment is only based on approximately 50 percent
of total New Jersey abortions. For example, when
looking only at state-reported numbers from the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services (NJ
DHSS) for 1995-96, we see a 3.3 percent decrease,
when in reality there was a 3.2 percent increase.
Therefore, a more representative picture for the state
will not be available until the data is released for all
New Jersey abortion outlets.

AGE OF
Woman 19751880 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997

(These numbers are from N/Dlﬂganlg;’
Au Aces N/A 302 . 41,358 32,947 31,860 30,654

UNDER 20 8044 8012 8948 5715 6239 5207
20-24 10,328 10942 14,246 10,661 10,218 9,895
25-29 6846 6602 9537 8008 7513 7523
30-34 3543 3,354 5340 4,833 4533 4434
AL OTHER 2478 2356 3287 3720 2503 3595
1992 1995 1996

(These totals indude all known outless - AGL)®

TovaL NJ ABORTIONS 55,320 61,130 63,100

ToraL U.S. ABORTIONS 1,528930 1,363,690 1,365,730

LIVE BIRTHS 1880 1985 1990 1895 1986
(for comparison) 96,866 105329 122,897 114828 114335

Nore: The Atan G ver Institute (AGI), the h arm of Pl

Parentiiood, provides the mast accuraie plituse of the number of abortions taking
place as oppased to state health departments whidh enly track those performed in a
Iteensed haspital facility. Even the CDC collects mast of its information indirectly
from state health depar *AGI. bevs Include all k abertion
providers, both hospitals as well as private providers and thase numbers can be 40
— 50 percent higher than state health department numbers.”

SOURCE: NEW JERSEY DEMRTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES, THE
ALAN GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE.
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Number of Marriages and Divorces in New Jersey
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ANALYSIS: There were more marriages in 1997 in
the state than in any year since around 1970. (Based
on preliminary 1998 data, it appears that the follow-
ing year balanced out the 1997 surge in marriages
with a large decrease, representing the lowest number
of marriages since 1965.)

The number of marriages in New Jersey
increased over a 25-year span from 39,820 in 1560 to
a peak of 61,189 marriages in 1985‘%98&)&
the number of marriages steadily declined with the

—exception of the 1997 peak.
Over the past three decades (1865-1996), mar-
riages increased by 12 percent while divorces have
_increased by 345 percent. Throughout the '90s the
number of divorces per year in the state has averaged
between four and five for every 10 marriages. However
in 1998, the number of divorces reached an all-time
high of 5.2 for every 10 marriages. On the national
level the divorce rate decreased by 5.2 percent® between
1990 and 1997, but in New Jersey the number of
divorces rose during the same period by 2.5 percent.

The rise in cohabitation is a key factor that has

contributed to and threatens to further decrease the

number of marriages and increase the divorce rate in
the state. Nationally, more than one-quarter of people
aged 20-35 are living with someone® and in New
Jersey about one-fifth are cohabiting.”

Still not widely known by the public at large is
the fact that cohabiting before marriage does not yield
a stronger marriage. Married couples have substantial
benefits over the unmarried in terms of laber force
productivity, physical and mental health, general hap-
piness and longevity. There is evidence that these ben-
efits are diluted for couples who are not married but
merely cohabiting.” In addition, both national and
state research show that couples who live together
prior to marriage have a higher rate of divorce than
those who do not.? Cohabiting couples with children
have a higher risk of breaking up. Fully three-quarters
of children born to cohabiting parents will see their
parents split up before they reach age 16, whereas only
about a third of children born to married parents face
the same fate.™

Children in particular suffer the consequences of
divorce. Judith Wallerstein, a psychologist and
author of one of the longest-running studies on the
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Marriage and Divorce (cont.)

effects of divorce, provides evidence that the “impact
of divorce on children is both long-lasting and
cumulative.” As shown by her research, the divorce
experience leaves children "more vulnerable during
adolescence” in dealing with alcohol, drugs and sex,
and more fearful in early adulthood of forming
romantic relationships.®

The New Jersey Marriage Report, a 1997 study of
402 families conducted by Wirthlin Worldwide for
NJFPC, reveals that 29 percent of those whose own
parents divorced were twice as likely to get divorced
themselves compared to only 16 percent of those
whose parents had not divorced.* The 1995 report,
"The Costly Consequences of Divorce: Assessing
Clinical, Economic, and Public Health Impact of
Marital Disruption in the United States” by Dr. David
B. Larson, president and founder of the National
Institute for Healthcare Research (NIHR), is another
valuable reference on the effects of divorce.*

Because of the benefits of traditional marriage
mentioned above and because it has proven to be the
best framework in which to raise children, the state
has a vested interest in preserving and promoting it.
In the Wirthlin Poll, New Jerseyans supported the
idea of instituting mandatory pre-divorce counseling.
Establishing a “Marriage Savers” program in our state
would be a proactive suggestion.

In Wisconsin where divorces hover above 17,000
a year, legistators are hoping that one state employee
can use the combined weight of the church and state
to pull the numbers down. The idea is to share infor-
mation and help members of the clergy develop vol-
untary unified marriage policies (such as pre-marital

counseling, encouraging abstinence, discouraging liv-
ing together) in communities that want them.

As of January 2000, both Louisiana and Arizona
have adopted a covenant marriage law which incorpo-
rates this process, and Arkansas and Oklahoma are
considering similar legislation.” In fact, in the last two
years almost half of the 50 states have amended or
considered amending their laws governing marriage
and divorce. ("Marriage Disdain,” New Jersey Herald,
Newton, NJ, May 5, 2000.) “The state of Wisconsin,”
says Assemnbly Speaker Scott Jensen, "spends hundreds
of millions of dollars dealing with the fallout from
broken families, and it seems to make sense to me that
we ought to invest a little up front in trying to

strengthen marriages.”®
RATIO OF DIVORCE
PER 1,000 New
YEAR MARRIAGES DIVORCES MARRIAGES
1960 39,820 4,591 115
1965 46,281 5,632 121
1970 56,870 10,843 190
1975 53,008 19.446 366
1980 55,794 27.7196 498
1985 61,189 29,295 478
1990 58,747 24,91 424
1991 56,832 25,686 460
1992 55,321 25,405 459
1993 53,505 24,784 463
1994 52,797 23,899 452
1995 52,208 24,293 465
1996 51,811 25,048 483
1997 56,410 25,537 452
1998 48,400 25,295 522
Source: New JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR
SERVICES. 1997 AND 1998 PRELIMINARY DATA FROM INATIONAL CENTER
FOR HEALTH STATISTICS, DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS.
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Reports of Child Abuse or Neglect
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ANAIYSES: Child abuse is a serious problem. Even one
case of child abuse and neglect is tragic and profound.
Unfortunately, there seems to be a consistent increase in
the number of reported incidents since 1994. Although
the number of reports decreased slightly in 1998, it repre-
sents an increase of almost one-and-a-half times the
number of 1994 reports.

University and author of Wounded Innocents: The Real
Victims of the War Against Child Abuse said, " This has been
framed as an issue of children's rights vs. parents’ rights, as if
a false allegation only hurts parents. ... The problem is that
it hurts children.™

The steady breakup of the mother-father child-raising
unit appears to be highly correlated to the decline of child
well being. This is supported by the weight of scholarly evi-
dence and documented by numerous bipartisan national
commissions.®

Although the 1994 New Jersey data bore this out (68.5
percent of verified abuse cases from single family homes),
the more recent New Jersey Department of Youth and
Family Services (DYFS) reports no longer state family
structure, a critical piece of statistical information,

Therefore one cannot determine from DYFS data if
the parent committing the abuse is in a traditional mar-
riage relationship, single head of household, or in a
cohabiting relationship. However, both national and
international research cited in David Popenoe and
Barbara DaFoe Whitehead's 1999 publication, Shoutd We
Live Together?, documents that a greater incidence of
abuse occurs in cohabiting households, step-parent and
single-female head of household families, versus a natural
two-parent family.

But while the number of child abuse reports has
been rising, the rate of substantiation has been falling
since 1987. In New Jersey during 1998, 7.5 out of ten
cases were not able to be substantiated after investiga-
tion.® Schools are the largest single source for reporting
suspected cases of abuse or neglect, and in 1998 only
20.9 percent of these reports were substantiated.* The
substantiation rate, which fluctuates by county, was the
lowest (13.6) in Hudson County and highest (33.9) in
Union County®

Some experts claim a sizable percentage of the
increase in reporting may be due to exaggeration. Dr.
Richard Gardner of Columbia University has written
that there is now a "child abuse establishment” that
actually encourages false charges of child abuse.
Perhaps the zeal of protecting children from abuse has
created this arena of suspicion and over-reporting.

Richard Wexler, assistant professor at Penn State

SUBSTANTIATED REPORTS
SUBSTAN- NJ As % or NJ
TIATED POPULATION POPULATION
YEAR _REPORTS _ REPORTS UNDER AGE 18 UNDER AGE 18
Rareor
SUBSTANTIATIOV
1976 21467 N/A  N/A
1981 23,758 N/A  N/A
1983 26,398 8918 338%
1985 47,126 18,038 38.3%
1987 50,250 19,288 38.4%
1989 58,404 21,311 36.5%
1990 54,366 19,546 36.0% 1,810,794 1.1%
1991 53,750 19,489 36.3% 1,837,953 1.0%
1992 50,443 17498 347% 1,873,237 0.9%
1993 31,306 10,510 33.6% 1,906,258 0.5%
1994 28,144 9519 338% 1,939,767 0.5%
1995 28,924 9279 321% 1,968,534 0.5%
1996 37179 10,537 28.3% 1,980,707 0.5%
1997 42,795 11,065 25.8% 1,986,278 0.5%
1988 40,228 9851 24.5% 1.990,439 0.5%

NOTE: In 1998, 27 chitdren died from abuse er neglect in New Jersey

SOURCES: AMERICAN HUMANE ASSOCIATION, ENGLEWOOD, COLORADO; INEW JERSEY
DEmRTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES.
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Number of AIDS Cases by Year of
Diagnosis and Deaths by Year

ANALYSIS: |n 1999, New Jersey continued to rank fifth
in the nation in the cumulative number of AlDS cases,
trailing New York, California, Florida and Texas™ and had
the fifth highest AIDS incidence rate per 1,000 popula-
tion after Washington D.C., New York, Florida, and
Mearyland.” Currently there are 14,116 persons living
with AIDS in this state.” Sixty-four percent of all those
with AIDS in New Jersey have died.

Of the persons in New Jersey who have contracted
AIDS, 52 percent became infected by injection drug use,
24 percent by homosexual contact, and 17 percent by
heterosexual contact. Females account for most of the
cases that contract AIDS through heterosexual contact
(43 percent of women vs. 7 percent of men), while males
account for 34 percent of cases contracted through
homosexual contact. Of the 712 pediatric cases of AlDS,
95 percent contracted it from a parent with HIV/AIDS.™

Nationally, 26 percent of adults and adolescents with
AIDS were injection-drug users (compared to 52 percent
in NJ), and 48 percent were homosexual (NJ, 24 percent).”

HIV: Currently, there are 13,484 persons living with
HIV (not AIDS) in New Jersey. Dr. Bruce Moskovitz of
the Hyacinth Foundation says that HIV may affect 10
times as many individuals as AlDS, but many are currently
undiagnosed, constituting a greater risk to the general pop-
ulation.” Aithough naticnally, HIV/AIDS fell from 8th to
14th among the leading causes of death between 1996 and
1997 and leveled off at 15th in 1998, the CDC confirms
that 50 percent of new HIV infections are occurring
among young adults under the age of 25.” In New Jersey,
HIV rose from the 7th to the 3rd leading cause of death

"ﬁg lm 1835 1885 1986 1837 1588 lﬁo 19% m; 1992 lm mt 1895 1896 1997 1988 1
mmsmms New Cases ——=——= Daaths Reported

among 15-24 year olds between 1996 and 1997.”

While new drugs have shown some success, in a num-
ber of patients mutant strains of HIV are overpowering
the AIDS treatments, and drug-resistant viruses are
spreading because many have returned to high-risk sexual
behavior and needle sharing in the mistaken belief that the
AIDS epidemic is over.” Preliminary studies estimate that
3 to 25 percent of patients are showing drug resistance.”

NUMBEROF  NUMBER OF

AIDSCasessy  DeatHs  CuMULATIVE CUMULATIVE
YeAR YROF DiaGNOSIS By YEAR  AIDS Cases  DEaTHS
PRIOR TO 1983 102 9% 102 96
1983 189 186 291 282
1984 360 344 651 626
1985 800 764 1.451 1,390
1986 1272 1.174 2,723 2,564
1987 1,825 1722 4,548 4,286
1988 2,001 1,863 6.549 6.149
1989 2,567 2,288 9,116 8,437
1990 2,609 2.286 11,725 10,723
1991 2,845 2,470 14,570 13.193
1992 3,555 2,853 18,125 16,046
1993 5,041 3445 23,166 19,491
1994 4,061 2,345 21.221 21,836
1995 3772 1.613 30,999 23,449
1996 3,147 917 34,146 24.366
1997 2.400* 530* 36,546 24,896
1998 1.626* 291* 38172 25,187
1999 (Jan -Mar) 1,260* 128* 39,432 25,315
TOTALS 39,43 25,315 39,43 25,315
*The numbers 1997 1999 stiil be aansidered pre-
tminary. The m f}rAIDS Pth:v‘gzhdm mrdmcgndunl urges caution lflm
comparing this data to previows years. Due to time Iag in reporting, newly
dlmmdmxsﬁrmy_war will aentinue to Increase for several years past the
calendar year®
SOURCE: N. J. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES, DIvisioN
OF AIDS PREVENTION AND CONTROL
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Suicides Under Age 25
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ANAIYSIS: In 1997, suicide was still the third lead-
ing cause of death in New Jersey in the 15-24 age
group, following accidents and homicide. It also
remained the fifth leading cause of death in the 25-44
age group. Nationally, suicide declined 2 percent
between 1996 and 1997, but moved up from ninth to
eighth among the leading causes of death.®

The total number of suicides in New Jersey has
remained about the same since 1994, but those totals
belie the seriousness of the problem. According to Yale
University professor Edward Zigler, for every actual
suicide, there are 50 to 100 attempts at suicide.®

Efforts to reduce teen suicide should address
many of the root causes of suicide rather than attack
the problem through well-meaning public aware-
ness campaigns and classroom discussions, which
often backfire. Mitch Anthony of the National
Suicide Help Center says "Programs that merely
teach teens facts about suicide are more destructive
than helpful."”

Dr. David Shaffer of the Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York State
Psychiatric Institute, contends that “any educational
endeavor that increases awareness of the problem of
suicide ... could inadvertently facilitate the expression
of suicidal ideas.”® He cites mounting evidence of the
imitative or stimulatory effect on adolescent suicidal

behavior. In his research of school-based youth suicide
prevention programs, he has found that educational
programs cannot be counted on to alter pathological
attitudes of the high-risk student.® Instead, he sug-
gests focusing on mental health education — specifi-
cally depression, anxiety and substance abuse — and
offering informaticn about the benefits of seeking
help for emotional psychiatric problems. Kay Redfield
Jamison, a professor at the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine, noted "What we as a society need to do is
help those contemplating suicide find better reasons
for staying alive.”

UNDER 25 514 15-24 25-44
YeAR YEARSOLD Aul AGES YEARSOLD YEARSOLD YEARS OLD
1960 30 485
1965 61 586
1970 65 487 2 63
1975 113 612
1980 134 576 3 131 173
1985 19 672 9 110 260
1990 89 668 5 84 293
1991 66 573 1 65 210
1992 87 606 7 80 234
1993 91 603 5 86 233
1994 77 588 2 75 23
1995 88 582 6 82 228
1996 72 588 3 69 245
1997 62 586 4 58 229
SOURCE: NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES.
1997 DA™ FROM U.S. Division oF VITAL STATISTICS (MORTALITY).
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ANAIYSIS: In 1998, New Jersey ranked 20th among Year N US.
all the states in its unemployment rate. The two high- 1960 46% 5.1%
est rates in the nation are found in Washington, D.C. 1965 51% 45%
with 8.8 percent and West Virginia with 6.6 percent. e i byl
Minnesota and Nebraska have the lowest rates, 2.5 1980 6.7% 1%
and 2.7 percent respectively.® 1985 5.7% 1.2%
Even though New Jersey has not kept pace with }% g’:ﬁ gzg
the average rate of decline nationally, we are currently 1994 6.6% 6.1%
experiencing our fowest jobless rate in 30 years, when 1985 6.4% 56%
it stood at 3.8 percent in 1970.5 ros o2% o
1998 46% 45%
1999° 45% 4.9%
Preliminary
SOURCE: New JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
DyvisioN OF LABOR PLANNING AND ANALYSES.
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Families With Ghildren

in Poverty

Percent in Poverty
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ANAIYSIS: Over the last 20 years, 6 to 9 percent of
all New Jersey families were below the poverty level
(see Appendix, p. 24). In 1996 and 1997, about two-
thirds of the poverty families in New Jersey were female
householders with spouse absent. The “feminization”
of poverty is very startling.

According to William Galston, former Domestic
Policy Counsel to President Clinton, "Changes in
family structure over the past generation are strongly
correlated with the rising rates of poverty among chil-
dren... Child poverty rates today would be one-third
lower if family structure had not changed so dramati-
cally since 1960. Fifty-one percent of the increase in
child poverty observed during the 1980s is attributable
to changes in family structure during that period.™

Paradoxically, public spending on children in the
U.S. has never been higher. At the same time, child
poverty is increasing and child well-being is declining.
According to David Blankenhom, our rising public
investment in children has been far outweighed by our

1885 1886 1887

With Children
(Percent in Poverty)

(Percent in Poverty)

private disinvestment, primarily paternal disinvest-

ment.* During 1998 in New Jersey, 369,528 families

(17.8 percent) did not have a father living in the home.®
Out of all New Jersey families with children,

more than 4 percent are headed

by a single female in

poverty (female householder with spouse absent).
Out of the total number of families living in poverty,
60 percent are headed by female householders,

spouse absent.

ALL FamiLIES
FAMILIESWITH % AND No.
YEAR CHILDREN __IN POVERTY

ALL FEMALE HOUSEHOLDER/SA®
FAMILIES WITH % AND No.
CHILDREN iN POVERTY

1969 1046776 7.2% = 75218
1979 1,008,226 11.7% = 117,562

1989 947,076  10.8% = 102,284
1990 941,920 12.0% = 113,030
1995 973.080 9.0% = 87,577
1996 972,961 10.3% = 100,215
1997 988,176  9.5% = 93,876
“Spouse absene

115177 35.9% = 41,394
185,250 42.9% = 79,458
184,405 32.8% = 60,563

There is no new data available to update
this section until the 2000 Census report
becormes availeble in 2002. See Appendix
for other statistics.

Source: NEew JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, NEW JERSEY STATE DATA CENTER.
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Public School Expenditures
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ANAIYSES: \While New Jersey ranks number one
nationally in per-pupil spending (followed by
Connecticut, New York, Alaska and the District of
Columbia),” it ranks 38th in the country in SAT
scores alone. However, of the 23 states in which at
least 50 percent or more of graduates took the test in
1999, New Jersey ranks 10th, two points behind
Maine, which ranked ninth. Washington ranked first,
followed by Oregon and New Hampshire.®

A recent report called "State of State
Standards,” released Jan. 6, 2000 by the Fordham
Foundation, details sound criteria by which to judge
the quality of New lJersey’s state standards in
English, history, geography, mathematics and sci-
ence, compared to the rest of the nation. It appears
to be a helpful reference for parents, educators and
legistators to learn about the content of their state’s
curricula and their state’s standards (see www.edexcel-
lence.net).

Specifically, the study reveals that improving our
state’s curriculum content in English and math
could hold the key to boosting SAT scores much
higher. Although our science standards are rated
well, the body of the report explains in what ways
our English, math and particularly our history con-
tent are in need of serious improvement. With

ScHooL YR. NJ. NJ. Per PupiL
ENDING EXPENDITURES Cost
(in DoLLars)
1965 $ 865,577,012 $ 502
1970 1,343,564,000 1.016
1975 2,575,203,747 1384
1980 3,638,533,000 3N
1985 4,697,534,000 5,570
1990 8,119,069,000 8,330
1991 8,897,612,000 8,827
1992 9,838,800,000 9,410
1993 9,915,429,000 9,668
1994 10,448,096,000 9,975
1995 10,776,582,000 9,178
1996 10,874,930,234 9,659
1997 11.408,579,660 9,896
1998 11.664,637.210 9,900
Source: THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
NatioNaL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS.

regard to math and science, The Recard recently
reported that state educators are expecting the short-
age of qualified teachers for these subjects to worsen.
This could either limit needed class options for stu-
dents and/or drive up salaries due to demand.*

Throughout the 1990s, more New Jersey parents
chose alternative education options. This may create
competition for public school improvement while
enabling parents to decide how best to use their tax
dollars to educate their children. Charter schools are
cropping up throughout the state. In addition, more
parents are choosing to home school their children.
However, while home-schooled children are benefit-
ing with average SAT scores that are 67 points above
the national average,” these families are still paying
taxes to a public school system they have lost faith in.

Low-income families in Milwaukee, Wisc.,
who participate in a voucher program said their two
foremost reasons for selecting their child’s school
were higher educational standards and dissatisfac-
tion with the values their children learned in public
school (70 percent).” A voucher system in New
Jersey would provide the most equitable choices for
all families. Every parent should have the right to
choose the best school for their children — public,
private or parochial.
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Average SAT Scores of
High School Seniors

Average SAT Scores
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ANALYSES: In March of 1994, a new version of the
SAT, the Scholastic Assessment Test, was introduced.
The new version contains fewer questions and stu-
dents are allowed 30 more minutes to take the test.
This revised SAT allows calculators and eliminates
antonyms, one of the most difficult sections on the
verbal test. The College Board claimed that the
changes were necessary to keep the test in sync "with
how and what students are taught in school.”

In April 1995, the College Board made an addi-
tional change which amounted to re-centering the
score scales for all tests in the SAT program. A new
average was set at 500. On the old scale, according to
the College Board, the average scores had fallen to
425 on verbal, 475 on math (U.S. scores). Re-center-
ing was to reflect more accurately the diversity of the
students taking the test. The technical benefit was
that it made it possible to expand the scale in the
lower end of the bell curve, thereby allowing the
scores to reflect more differentiation where they were
“clumping in the lower half of the curve.”®

The only problem, according to a May 31, 1995
article in USA Today, was that the scores were coming
out about 100 points higher than before, yet many
students and their parents did not know this was due
to a new scoring scale, not smarter students.

When converting the re-centered scores to the
original scores, it becomes evident that the average
SAT verbal scores in New Jersey have dropped 28
points since 1972. Studies of the Johnson O'Connor

Research Foundation show that top-level executives
have excellent verbal skills. Mastery of verbal skills is a
strong indicator of future success. The New Jersey
math scores have actually risen to 10 points above the
1972 average score versus 1999. However, it is impor-
tant to note that 1972 students took the unrevised
test. Nationally, the combined (verbal and math) aver-
age SAT scores have plummeted 31 points since
1972, and New lJersey’s have fallen 18 points.

AVERAGE SAT SCORES FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
ScHooL
YEAR NEW JERSEY UNITED STATES
ENDING VERBAL MATH TotaL  VErRBAL MATH TOTAL
1965 N/A N/A N/A 473 496 969
1970 N/A N/A N/A 460 488 948
1972 446 470 916 453 484 937
1975 424 454 878 434 472 906
1980 415 452 867 424 466 890
1985 425 464 889 431 475 906
1990 418 473 891 424 476 900
1991 417 469 886 22 474 896
1992 420 47 891 423 476 899
1993 419 473 892 424 478 902
1994 418 475 893 423 419 902

1996 498 505 1003 505 508 1013
1997 497 508 1005 505 511 1016
505

1938 497 508 1,005 512 1017

1999 498 510 1,008 505 511 1,016
New version of SAT scored according co obd scake.
*Thds score ts the first re-cencercd scorr.

NOTE: The drop in trst scores described In analysis section was computed
using a score canverter card from the College Board, New York City.

Source: THE COLLECE BOARD

.
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Junior High and
High School Dropouts

Number of Student Dropouts — Grades 7-12
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ANALYSIS: Before the age of 16, it is against the law  (84.8), Utah (84.3) and lowa (83.9). The lowest
to drop out of school. Therefore, dropout rates are very ~ graduation rates were Mississippi (52.8) and the
low for the seventh and eighth grades. In recent years  District of Columbia (50.6).

dropout rate information has not been published by
the New Jersey Department of Education. For 1994 SoHooL R HIGH e SO i S DRaouTS
the dropout rate was 0.8 percent and for the 20-year ENDING _ (GRADES 7-8) (GRADES 9-12) (GRADES 9-12) (GRADES 7-12)
period prior, it remained fairly constant at 0.4 percent. | 1976 606 20,688 N;A 2;1453*73
. : 1981 569 18928 N/A 19,
The percentage of high school dr9pouts remained | jooc pao 16138 N/A 16,649
constant between 4 and 5 percent until the school 1990 442 12,109 41% 12,551
r ending 1997 when it dropped to 3.9 percent. 1994 588 13028 45% 14.016
}'re:. Ea to do with thepﬁ - q |19 886 12,558 42% 13444
is may have to do wi ming economy an 1996 852 12662 4.3% 13514
the fact that students who may have dropped out 1997 519 1,621 39% 12,140
i i i ini SOURCE: VITAL EDUCATION STATISTICS, 1976-77: 1981-82; 1986-87:
Pecause of eoorlomnc necessity are lr.lstead remaining 99001 T > 0 T 199596 TaatE 16
in school. Until the school year ending 1995, the 11th

grade had a consistently higher dropout rate.* For the
years ending 1986 and 1997, the number of 10th
grade dropouts is higher.*

In 1999, New lJersey had the highest graduation
rate in the nation at 91.6 percent. Following New
Jersey was Connecticut (84.8 percent), Minnesota
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Number of Adult State-Sentenced Inmates
(sentenced to one year or more)
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ANAIYSIS: The number of prisoners in New Jersey
per 100,000 of the population has been steadily
increasing since about 1975. In fact the number of
prisoners per 100,000 population has increased by
390 percent between 1975 and 1998. According to
David Blankenhom, despite our current policy of
spending ever-larger sums of money on prison con-
struction, our “capacity to build new prisons is being
far outstripped by our capacity to produce violent
young men. We are generating male violence much
faster than we can incarcerate it."”

While locking up more violent criminals is a
benefit to society and may be having some measure
of deterrent effect, punishment alone will not pro-
vide men and women with the change in attitude,
principles and overall life skills they need to succeed
in society.

American society — devoid of its moral center
— can still be a cold, forbidding place, but in some
areas of the nation we are beginning to see govern-
ment once more “pull about itself the cloak of moral
principle.”® The Texas Department of Criminal
Justice entered into a joint effort with Prison
Fellowship (www.prisonfellowship.org), and instituted
a groundbreaking attempt at faith-based prison
reform. Launched in April 1997, the "InnerChange”
program seeks to reduce the state’s recidivism rate —

the percentage of inmates who return to prison — by
teaching prisoners a combination of scriptural princi-
ples and biblical life skills. Prison Fellowship has thus
far managed to avoid church-state legal challenges by
funding the experiment itself.

Though it took several years for Prison
Fellowship to find a state willing to give the program

atry, the early
results have NUMBER OF
generated PRISONERS
; _ NUMBER OF PER 100,000
plenty of tter YEAR PRISONERS POPULATION
est. As of
March 1999, 1965 4,839 n
1970 5,704 80
at least two 1975 5114 70
other states 1980 5,882 80
were negoti at, 1985 11,940 158
. . 1990 19,041 246
ing with 1991 20576 265
Prison 1992 23122 295
: 1993 22,271 283
!’ellowshlp to 1994 23,393 295
lmplement the | 1995 24,180 304
program b 1996 26,574 332
theend of{he 1997 27.001 3%
1998 21,834 343
year. NOTE: Number of pr is the number of
aduit state-sentenced inmates over 18 or juveniles
tried and convicted as adults and sentenced to one
yrar or more.
SoUurce: N. J. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
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Serious Crime Offenses
(number of)
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ANAIYSIS: |n 1998, total crime in New Jersey
dropped 9 percent — the single fargest drop since
the New Jersey State Police began collecting
statewide crime data in 1966. It also exceeded the
national decrease of 7 percent. New Jersey's violent
crime rate decreased by 10 percent, which also
exceeded the national decrease and the 7 percent
decrease in the Northeast region.

"Many factors are responsible for New Jersey'’s
continued drop in crime,” said Lt. Col. Michael
Fedorko in a press release for the 1998 Uniform
Crime Report. "Several factors include police offi-
cers and law enforcement agencies employing inno-
vative crime fighting techniques such as communi-
ty policing programs; new technologies such as the
centralized State Police Fully Integrated
Identification System which can immediately iden-
tify criminal suspects before they can be released;
longer sentences which keep career criminals
behind bars and a better educated, informed and
wary public.”

Both the overall and violent crime rate have been
falling since the early "90s. While this represents a

Violent Crime Offenses
(number of)
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30,000
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10,000

0
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very positive trend, the total crime rate is 27 percent
higher than it was in 1970 and the violent crime rate
is 55 percent higher.

SERIOUS RATE PER VIOLENT RATE PER
CRIME 1,000 CRIME ,000

OFFENSES  POPULATION ~ OFFENSES POPULATION
1970 196618 214 20,583 29
1975 376,139 50.6 30,197 4.1
1980 470,169 64.1 44,380 6.0
1985 385,331 51.3 41135 5.4
1990 421,034 545 50,067 6.5
1995 373,706 48.3 41,577 6.0
1986 346,094 438 42,420 53
1997 326912 409 39,652 5.0
1998 296,638 371 35,722 45

NOTE: Sestous Crime = violent artme plus burglary, larceny-theR, and
motor vehicle theft.
Violent Crime = murder, rape, robbery, and aggravated asault.

SoURCE: NEw JERSEY STATE POLICE, UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS
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Juvenile Grimes

Juvenile Serious Crime Arrest Rates
per 1,000 Juveniles
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ANAIYSIS: A decade of public attention to the prob-
lem of juvenile violence is bearing some fruit. Both
juvenile serious crime arrests and violert crime arrests

in New Jersey have been steadily declining since 1995,
despite the increase in juvenile population. From 1997
to 1998, serious juvenile crime actually dropped 15 per-
cent and violent crime dropped by 14.5 percent. For
1998, state juvenile arrest rates still rank seventh highest
in the nation, down from fifth highest in 1997.

"Such good news however, should not foster
complacency nor lead us to weaken our efforts to
combat juvenile crime, which despite decreases is still
too prevalent” says Shay Bilchik, administrator of the
U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice.® Also, one must look
deeper into statistics. In 1997, only one in eight juve-
nile violent crimes were cleared by actual arrest."™
Therefore the seriousness of the problem is not totally
evident from the number of arrests alone.

Secondly, juvenile crimes are underreported. The
National Crime Victimization Survey found in 1997
that only 42 percent of serious violent crimes com-

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrest Rates
per 1,000 Juveniles

7

0
1975 1980 1985 1880 1885 2000

mitted by juveniles were ever reported to law
enforcement.'”

New Jersey's juvenile violent crime index is still
22 percent above the national average. Juvenile vio-
lence is up 3 percent in one year in our state’s schools,
from 26,307 total reported incidences in 1996-97 to
21,067 in 1997-98.'%

Disturbingly, the nature of crime, even among
young people, is becoming more vulgar and remorse-
less as is evident in national media reports of recent
years. In addition, between 1989 and 1998, arrests for
serious violent juvenile crime offenses increased 15
percent for females in New Jersey, which reflects a
national trend for the same period.

The connection between parental detachment
and violent crime should not be ignored. An FBI
National Center for Analysis of Violent Crime study,
“"Criminal Investigative Analysis: Sexual Homicide,
1990," lists three of the most common factors in the
history of a killer. They are physical or sexual abuse,
failure in emoticnal attachment to the mother, and
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Juvenile Crimes (cont.)

the failure to use parents as role models. As families
are divided and many two-parent homes have two
working parents, children are too often left on their
own. It is a fact that most juvenile crime takes place in
the hours right after school.

The home is the first and feremost teacher, but
government institutions such as schools, which hold
the minds of our children in their hands for 6-plus
hours a day, also need to support families by uphold-
ing basic, time-tested moral principles. “For far too
long we've been afraid of establishing religion, and we
havent been faith-friendly,” admits Michelle Doyle of
the U.S. Department of Education. "And when you
look at the community, that doesn't make sense.”™

Recently, President Clinton called for greater
involvement of religious institutions in public schools,
such as faith-based groups and after-school activities,
in his weekly radio address of Dec. 18, 1999. Due to
both the rise in school violence and increasing viola-
tions of First Amendment rights with regard to reli-
gion, President Clinton introduced expanded guide-
lines on religious liberties in public schools in
December of 1999.

Along with the guidelines, the president promised
to send three First Amendment Center publications to
the nation’s schools: "A Teacher's Guide to Religion in
Public Schools,” "A Parents Guide to Religion in Public
Schools,” and "Public Schools and Religious
Communities.” (These may be accessed via
wwwi.ed. gov/inits/religianinschools/publications.htmi)

These publications have been endorsed by more than 35
groups across the political and religious spectrum.
UCLA Professor James Q. Wilson states there
are only two restraints on behavior: morality, enforced
by individual conscience or social rebuke; and law,
enforced by police and courts.™ "Members of the
criminal justice system on all levels have agreed that
it's easier to build strong children than it is to repair
broken men!” noted Dr. Virgil Guiker, quoting
Frederick Douglas in an interview about Kids Hope
USA. (Kids Hope is a program for troubled children
that partners with churches and schools. See kids-
hopeusa@internationalaid.org,)'™

JUVENILE % OF ALL
ARREST RATE % OF CRIME
Per 1,000 JUVENILE ComMMITTED BY
JUVENILES Serious CRIME JUVENILES
Serious  VioLENT  WHICH is VIOLENT _ Serious  VioLENT

1975 331 33 9.9% 487% 25.0%
1980 36.2 45 12.4% 420% 252%
1985 28.8 56 19.4% 36.7% 28.5%
1990 321 6.7 20.9% 293% 22.9%
1995 292 6.8 23.3% 31.0% 26.1%
1996 216 6.4 23.2% 456% 35.2%
1997 243 5.6 23.0% 40.7% 32.2%
1998 205 47 22.%% 383% 289%

NOTE: Sertous Crime = vickent arime plus burglary, larceny-theft, and motor
vehicie theft.
Viatent Crizne = murder; rape. robbery, and aggravated assault.

SOURCE: NEW JERSEY JUVENILE JUSTICE CommissioN; NJ STATE PoLIcE
RerPORT TABLES SUPPLIED BY NEW JERSEY JUVENILE COMMISSION; POPULATIOM
ESTIMATES WERE OBTAINED FROM BOTH DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, DIVISION OF
LABOR MARKET AND DEMOGRAPHIC RESEASRCH AND 1994- 1998 FIGURES
WERE OBTAINED VIA NEW JERSEY JUSTICE COMMISSION.
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ANAIYSIS: During the second half of the 1990s the
number of homicides showed a decrease across all age
groups in New Jersey. Yet one-and-a-half times as
many people were murdered in our state in 1998 than
in 1960. The percentage of young people between the
ages of five and 24 being murdered — four times as
many in 1998 as in 1960 — is still of great concemn.
As of 1997, homicide was the second leading
cause of death in the age category 15-24, following
accidents. In the age group of 1-14 years, death by
homicide was the fourth leading cause of death, fol-
lowing accidents, cancer and congenital anomalies.'®
New Jersey's teen (ages 15-19) violent death rate
ranked fifth lowest among the states in 1997, up from
fourth lowest in 1996, according to the Annie E.
Casey Foundation.” The total number of violent teen
deaths in 1997 totaled 179, down from 183 in 1996.
Of the teen violent deaths in 1997, there were 103
accidental deaths, 53 homicides and 23 suicides.'®

— 5-24 Years Oid
VicTimMs oF HOMICIDE
5-24 25-44
YEARS YEARS
YEAR [0]X5) O ALL AGES
1960 25 72 157
1965 38 99 209
1970 122 183 418
1975 155 205 520
1980 142 238 530
1985 126 191 452
1990 126 229 482
1993 M1 194 448
1994 148 182 433
1995 122 175 408
19386 115 143 337
1997 118 "1 259
1998 100 136 236
SOURCE: NEW Jersey DEPRTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES, NEw
JERSEY SIATE PoLICE CRIMINAL JUSTICE RECORDS BUREAU, 1994-98.
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Appendix

1. Population of New Jersey - Age Categories

Year 0-4 5-17 18-24 25-44 45-64 65+ 85+
1990 560.084 1,266,615 783,414 2,568,296 1,559,102 1,030,202 94,410
1991 564,240 1,278,828 750,961 2,587,318 1,557,726 1,044,791 97,854
1992 576,814 1,300,933 724,512 2,571,592 1,593,185 1,059,218 101,839
1993 583,664 1,327,460 707,242 2,565,968 1,616,333 1,072,801 106,544
1994 585,720 1,359,224 690,549 2,559,252 1,638,533 1,082,865 111,036
1995 580,488 1,388,046 678,311 2,558,083 1,664,610 1,092,717 115,396
1996 569,029 1,411,678 668,688 2,559,699 1,698,534 1,100,277 120,016
1997 566,545 1,429,833 668,203 2,558,698 1,741,532 1,103,573 123,961
1998 547,198 1.443241 672,197 2,558,714 1,787,845 1,105,816 128,456

*The 65+ numbers include the 85+ numbers.

Source: New JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, DIVISION OF LABOR AND DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH. ESTIMATES OF STATE POPULATION BY AGE
GROUP AND SEX: NEW JERSEY, 1990-1998.

2. Population of New Jexgtez - Ethnic
er

Ethnic % of % of Asian & %of American Indian % of
Populations Total Total Pacific Total & Alaskan Total

Year _ Population (Non-Hls_»Emc) Population ngmnlc Population __Islander chgla tion Native Population
1990 7,757,713 5,125,890 73.8% 8.5% 280,295 15,956 0.2%
1991 7,783,864 5.697,813 73.2% 678 283 8.7% 296,831 3.8% 16,633 0.2%
1992 7,826,254 5,678,380 726% 702,396 9.0% 316,930 4.0% 17,347 0.2%
1993 7,873,468 5,662,520 71.9% 728,886 9.3% 338,548 4.3% 18,207 0.2%
1994 7,916,143 5,647,467 1n.3% 752,780 9.5% 357,748 4.5% 19,266 0.2%
1995 7,962,255 6,635,387 70.8% 778,288 9.8% 378,115 4.7% 20,142 0.3%
1996 8,007,805 5,619,849 70.2% 805,355 10.1% 400,299 5.0% 20,794 0.3%
1997 8,058,384 5,601,546 69.5% 835,575 10.4% 425,950 5.3% 21,412 0.3%
1998 8115011 5,586,083 68.8% 866,002 10.7% 452,524 5.6% 22,166 0.3%
1999 8143412 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Source: New JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, DIVISION OF LABOR AND DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH.

3. Elementary and Secondary Education - GradesK-12

Year Enrollment
1975 1,458,000
1980 1,246,008
1985 1,129,223
1990 1,076,005
1991 1,089,646
1992 1,105,150
1993 1,127,113
1994 1,146,945
1995 1,168,895
1996 1,191,978
1997 1,227,832

SOURCE: NEw JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, VITAL EDUCATION STATISTICS, 1997 DATA FROM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

4. Juvenile Crime - Number of Arrests and Population

Serlous Violent Est. lation
Year Crimes Crimes (10-17 yrs.)
1975 36,011 3,599 1,089,689
1980 35433 4,355 979,931
1985 28,047 5,502 975,034
1990 24,842 5,195 772,930
1995 24,048 5.614 823,503
1996 23,085 5.344 837,413
1997 20,518 4,745 845,725
1998 17,611 4,051 857,223

SOURCE: NEW JERSEY STATE POLICE, CRIMINAL JUSTICE RECORDS BUREAU. NEW JERSEY JUVENILE JUSTICE COMMISSION.
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APPENDIX

5. New Jersey Families - Number, Poverty and Single Female Head with Spouse Absent

Number of Number of
Female Female
Nt;nAlgler Farrlrilies (SHomehoA!;geer ) ( Househ&e:m
o ow pouse nt Spouse

Year Famities Poverty Level Families Families in Poverty

Har Anl Hor A [%of All [HarAu

Familtes| Famities| EH (SA) Fam]  Pov Fam/
1969 1,838,809 112,637 6.1% 202,005 17.0% 48,419 23.9% 43.0%
1979 1,942,108 141,975 7.6%
1989 2,028,000 143,000 7.1% 344,760 17.0% 89,000 25.9% 62.0%
1980 2,030,000 155,000 1.6% 348,000 17.0% 97.000 28.1% 62.0%
1991 2,036,000 165,000 8.1% 344,000 16.9% 97,000 21.9% 59.0%
1992 2,051,000 182,000 8.8% 356,000 17.0% 115,000 30.8% 63.0%
1993 2,069,000 178,000 8.6% 393,000 19.0% 118,000 31.4% 66.0%
1994 2,054,000 140,000 6.8% 358,000 17.0% 84,000 23.9% 60.0%
1995 2,040,000 129,000 6.3% N/A 92,000 21.2% 55.0%
1996 2,057,000 150,000 1.3% N/A 94,000 26.4% 63.0%
1997 2,076,000 147,000 7.1% N/A 89,000 24.0% 60.0%

Source: NJ. STATE Dats CENTER, New JERSEY DEMRTMENT OF LABOR, LABOR MARKET AND DEMOGRAPHICS RESEARCH. UPDATED FIGURE
FOR 1989-1997 From 1999 REPORT, TABLES S2 AND TABLE 13,

6. AIDS/HIV - Persons Living with HIV Infection (not AIDS) and 7. AIDS - Reporting of AIDS
with AIDS, by New Jersey County. AIDS statistics are not constant because,
CuMULATIVE DATA As OF DECEMBER 31, 1999 3°=°de lthmtghtotithe "\'EW 335:)’&“ Depamn';ﬂ;_Of
County of Living with HIV Living with ealtn, the time 'ag In report g aew'y ¢'ag-
Resi:,';ym (nn& AIDS) AIDS Total nosed cases continues to increase for several
Atlantic 685 573 1,258 years past the end of the diagnosis year.
Bergen 13 607 1,020 Caution should be exercised In comparing
Burlington 202 178 380 Incidence data of fater reports with comparable
Camden 587 505 1,092 data in prior reports. (New Jersey Health
Cape May 86 89 175 Statistics 1996).
Cumberland 199 175 374 According to the U.S. Centers for
Essex 4243 4,005 8.248 Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
Glouster 103 9% 199 AIDS was not a notifiable disease until 1984,
Hudson 1600 2081 365 In October 1986, AIDS and AlDS-Related
Mercer 534 13 947 Complex (ARC) legally became reportable
Middlesex 628 800 1.428 diseases in New Jersey. In January 1993, the
Meonmouth 676 681 1,357 definition of AIDS was expanded by the
Morris 202 285 487 CDC to reflect the clinical syndromes that are
Ocean 213 203 416 associated with the condition. It was expanded
ga?mic 1.1;g 1.1241! 2?:13 to include individuals with HIV and one of
alem the foltowing conditions: a CD4+ T-lympho-
Somerset 140 196 336 cyte count of fewer than 200 cells per micro-
a‘l’,ff:r’" 9'1'3 1 13? 2 Ogg liter; a CD4+ T-cell pescentage under 14; pul-
Warren 35 38 73 monary tuberculosis; recurrent pneumonia
Incarcerated 705 33 1,438 (within a 12-month peried) or invasive cervical
Unknown County 41 23, 64 cancer (CDC, 1992).
Total 13,484 14,116 21,600 SOURCE: NEW JERSEY HEALTH STATISTICS 1996,
Source:NJ. Dmgzwr OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES, DIVISION OF AIDS @gkﬁggﬂm oF HEALTH AND
PREVENTION AND CONTROL.

8. AIDS - Abstinence Education - Statistical Validation of Project Reality

In November 1986, a longitudinal study of abstinence education in |llinois was published by Northwestern University Schoal of
Medicine in Chicago, IIl. The study was a one-year follow-up, monitoring 2,541 students who participated in a middle school program,
“Choosing the Best,” taught throughout the state of Illincis under the administration of Project Reality. The study showed that 54 percent of
teens who had been sexually active before participating in the abstinence-centered program were no longer sexually active one year later. Also,
the number of newly sexually active teens surveyed one year after the program's public-school classroom instruction fell 21 percent below the
level predicted by thelr involvement in associated behaviors.

Praject Reality, as of March 2000, administers programs in 238 schools throughout lllinois, funded by the Itlincis Department of
Human Services. More than 38,000 students participate in the programs.

This year, Northwestern University has expressed interest in doing a new study with Project Reality. A program representative of Prgject
Reality says they plan a new study next year because the Title V government program evaluation questionnaire is insufficient.

SOURCE: PROJECT REALITY, GLEN VIEW, ILLINOJS.
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' Censuss of the Poputation: 1960, Vi, 1, Ch of the Pop Part 32, New Jersey, Table 50,
US. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census. Living Arrangements of Persons Under 18 Years Old:
New Jersey & Untted Seates, 1990-1998, Table 6&:7, N) Department of Labor, Division of Labor
Market and ic Research, Novernber 1999,

For New Jersey, there s no data available on unmarried partner households from 1960 to 1580. tn
addition this data is only avaitable at the state level for censuss years. Therefore the next statistically reli-
able NJ data will not be available until ~2002. However, to extrapolate a rough estimats for the state,
nots the national increase and note that during the '90s, the number of cohabiting households increased
by almast 50 percent from 1990-1998, according to the US. of Commesce, Bureau of
Census, "Unmarried Couple Households by Presence of Children: 1960 to Present.”

2L abar Market and Demograpie Rescarch Report - 1998 New Jerssy Stace & County Popuiation Estimates
by Age, Race, Sex and Hispantc Origin, New Jersey Department of Labor, September 1999.

‘Emy P Report - Prof 2006, New Jersey Department of Labor, p. 5.

5 Depopulation Strikes New Engtand,” éekiy Bricfing, Population Research Institute, Dec. 16, 1999.
¢ Employment Projections Report, opdit.

" Natallty Setistics, Nationat Vital Statistics Reports, Vol. 47, No. 25, Oct. 5, 1998, via NCHS,
Reproductive Statistics Branch, Division of Vital Statistics.

*Natatity Statsstics, National Vitat Statistics Reports, Vol. 47, No. 19, June 30, 1999, via NCHS,
Reproductive Statistics Branch, Division of Vital Statistics.
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® Nomaliy Seattseics. Table W series, 1991-97, National Center for Heafth Statistics, Reproductive
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"mewrmwhw&mbwanm 6, Alan Guttmacher Institute,
April 1999,
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ble.”

Wiy I Teenage Pregnancy Dedlining? The Rales of Abstinence, Sexval Activity and Cantroceptive Use,
The Alan Guttmacher Institute, 1999, cites: "Injectables became available in early '90s and by 1995,
10 percent of sexually experienced teens used an injectable.”

“Trends in Sexual Risk Betiaviors Amang High Schoat Students - Unioed States, 1991-1997, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, as cited in National Vital Statistics Reports, Vol. 47, No. 12, Declines
1n Teenage Birth Rates, 1991 - 1997 National and Seate Potrerrs, Dec. 17, 1998.

Some Schools Push Abstinence,” The Associated Press, Dec. 14, 1999.

‘m&;’lm Sex Education In Public Secondary Schools,” Katser Famtly Foundation Updstr,

" Jotd, Table 2.
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9Carol Innerst, Washingron Times, Oct. 9, 1995, p. Ad. Data collected form the Centers for Disease
Control and National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League.
5T R, Eng and W.T. Butler, 1997, as cited in The Medteal Instituee Advisory, April 1999, published by
'l'g;bMedleal Institute for Sexua! Heaith and New Jersey Physicians Resource Council Alert, Summer
1999,p.3.
2*American Medical Association Peddles Bad Medicine,” PRNewswire, Consortium of State
Physician Resource Councils, Fanwood, N.J, Dec. 10, 1999.
2 Soxually Transmitzed Disease Survetliznce 1995, Division of STD Prevention, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Public Heatth Service (Atlanta: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, September 1996).
3Jaseph A. Clemente, M.D., Chairman, New Jersey Physicians Resource Counctl, "Reach for the
Stars,” New Jersey Cietzen, Sept. 1997,
*CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey-1997 in D.C. revealed the high school pregnancy rate to be 18
percent. In the "Best Friends” high school program, the pregnancy rate has been less than 1 percent
for 13 years. This nearty a 95 percent reduction.
SNJCAE is part of the youth Initiative supported by the New Jersey Famity Poticy Council,
Parsippany, New Jersey.
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Center for Abstinence Education, March, 2000,
“Djvision of STD Prevention in the United States. Accessed Aug. 5, 1998, available at
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Institute, April 1999,
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#David Blankenhom, Fatheries A G w8 Our Mast Urgent Sacial Probier (New York: Basic
Books, 1995), p. 1.
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