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A message tar the State ftmn
New Jersey famllir Pellcir Council:

It is the responsibility and best interest of
public-policy makers, community leaders, business
owners and residents of New Jersey to support
policies that will createa social environmentmore
conducive to families. We trust that Volume 11 of
NewJersey's Index ofLeading Cultural Indicators
will be a useful tool in providing updated facts,
figures and trends to show where we are in New
Jersey and how wecan effect positive changes for
the future in our families, schools, communities

and state.

In New Jersey aswell asthe nation, the cultural
situation has become what it is because our beliefs,

our behaviorand our philosophyhave in many
Instances changed forthe worse, particularly with
respect tothefamily. The New Jersey Family Policy
Council, along withotherfamily researchers and
experts across the political spectrum, believes thewel
fare of the family iscritical to the healthof society
Families canonly bestrengthened when public insti
tutions becomeawareof the struggles they experience
and the strengths that canempower them.

Table of Contents
popuumoN

Population of New Jersey

NATAinY

Infant Mortality 2
Births toWomen Under 20 Years Old by Marital Status 3
Births to Unmarried Women 5
Abortions ®

FAHffly

Marriage and Divorce 8
Child Abuse

Suicides

AIDS Cases and Deaths 12
Unemployment

Families with Children in Poverty 14
EDUCimON

Public School Expenditures Per Pupil 15
SAT Scores for High School Seniors 16
Junior High and High School Dropouts 17

afflVE

Prison Population 18
Serious Crimeand Violent CrimeOffenses 19

Juvenile Crime Rateand Violent Crime Rate 20

Homicide Victims 22

APPBOHX 23
ENDNOTES 25

NewjerseyIndexofLeadingCulturalhidicators tt



Introduction
Recognizing the need for a comprehen

sive, empirical analysis of the "moral, social and behav
ioral conditionof modern American society," William
Bennett authored TheIndexofLeading CulturalIndicators
in March 1993. The indfev contained charts, graphs and
analyses of 30-year trendsInviolent crime, divorce rates,
teen pregnancy rates, numberof children Insingleparent
homes and other important societal factors.

Bennett'sindfe*showedthat in manywaysthe condi
tion of America wasnot goodand that "unless these
trends were reversed, they would leadto the inevitable
declineof the American republic."

Since 1993, there have been some significant posi
tive developments that Bennett details in his recent
book, The IndexofLeadingCulturalIndicators:American
Society at theEnd of theTwentieth Century. The decade
of the '90s has seen some keysocial progress— reduc
tions In welfare, violent crime and abortion, with an
upswing in SATscores. Butduringthe samedecade we
have seen social regression in several Important areas—
Increases In illegitimacy, single-parent households and
cohabitation. Even taking into account recent improve
ments, the following negatives have been on the rise
nationwide:

violent crime

state and federal prisoners
' illegitimate births
' divorce rates

•children living in single-
parent homes (% of)

' cohabiting couples

' SAT scores

of

467% from 1960-1997

463% from 1960-1997

461% from 1960-1997

115%from 1960-1997

248% from 1960-1998

865% from 1960-1998

Pecreawot

59 points from 1960-1998

An Indox for New Jersey: The New.tersey Family
Fblicy Council (NJFPC) ispleased to introduce New
J&[se^IndexofLeadingCulturalLuUcaUas, l^umell,
19^-2000, a 30-yearpictureof important social statistics
in New Jersey.

Similar to the national picture. Volume 11 of New
Jerseys IndexofLading CulturalIndicators reveals SOme
significant positive developments — reductions in
unemplc^ent, violentcrime, teen birth ratesand a rise
in SAT scores. But at the same time, a troubling social

i NewJerseyladexofLeading Cahurallndkatars

regression has been noted over the past three decades in
the state.

tacroateof

73% from 1970-1998

475% from 1965-1998

678% from 1960-1997

325% from 1960

vs.'97-'98 average
102%firom 1960 vs. 1998

• violent crime

• state prisoners
• Illegitimate births
• divorce ratio

per 1000 marriages
• children living Insingle-
parent homes^ (% of)

• cohabiting couples

• Verbal SAT Scores

56% from 1980-1990^

PeCTBaseof

63points from 1965 -1999

A Message for the NaUon: Inhismost recent Index.
Bennett makes the followingpoints:
• Some celebration is In order as authentic gains havebeen
achieved. But the worrisome trends are deeplyworrisome
— afflicting the family Inparticular — andweneed to
think about them afresh.

• Civilizations standon precious few pillars, and during
the lastthree-and-a-half decades, many of our pillars have
cracked. Although wehave learned to live thisway. It is
important to remind ourselves periodicallyjust how much
ground we have lost.
• Even duringa timeof record prosperity, many
Americans believe something hasgonewrongat the core.
The nation we live in Ismore violent,vulgar, cynical,
remorseless and depressed than the one weonce inhabit
ed.A popular culture that isoften brutal, gruesome and
enamored with death robsmanychildren of their Inno
cence. People kill otherpeople, andthemselves, more easi
ly. Menand women abandon each other andtheir chil
dren more readily Marriage andthe family arewraker,
more unstable, less normative.

•Thesearesocial rralities and th^ posean enormous chal
lenge to us. Butsurely thesuccesses ofthe'90s dogive us
something upon which to build. Above all ih^ remind us
that we do not haveto sit passively bywhileour culture
breaks apart Restoring a society's social and moral order—
making Itmore humane, civil, responsible andjust — is no
simple task. ButAmerica remains what it hasalways been:
anexceptional nation. Our capacity for self-ren«wal is
unique and real. Wehave relied uponit Inthe pastand
must callon it again.
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ANAOrSIS: NewJersey's population grewby4.7 percent
between 1990and 1998' and it isprojected to near
8,436,600 by2006, growing 5.6percent between 1996and
2006.Tliis issomewhat faster than the 5 percent growth
rate in the decade of the '80s, but slowerthan the projected
national growth rate.*

Nationally, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, the
the rate of increaseof the natural population is only about
0.5 percent annually and dropping. However, due to
falling birthrates since the '70s, the natural population
increase ismuch lower in NewJersey There aresimply
too fewyoung people coming intothe workforce to fill
availablejobs and maintainour competitiveness in the
world market.

A December 1999 report was issuedjointly by the
Center for Labor Market Studies at Northeastern

University and the non-profit organization, Mass Inc.,
entitled"The Changing Workforce: Immigrants and
the New Economyin Massachusetts." The report states
that dependence on Immigration for sustaining eco
nomic productivity and market competitiveness extends
throughout the entire Northeast Corridor. New Jersey,
New York, Rhode Island and Conneaicut, together
with Massachusetts, are the five states most dependent
on immigration to generate labor workforce growth.

StephenP. Mosher, president of the Population

Research Instituteexplains that by choos
ing to have fewer children, wewill also be
dependent on immigrants —rather than
our posterity — to supportour social
structure inour old age.®

In New Jersey, persons of Hispanic
origin have accounted for about 70per
centofourtotal population growth (rep
resenting 12.4percent of the state's popu
lation) in the '90s.This figure is expected
to increase by35percent from 1996to
2006. The /^ian population, though only
representing 5.6percent ofthestate's
population, hasincreased 63.4 percent
between 1990 and 1998.

The largest agegroup, "baby
boomers" (bom between 1946 and
1964), will be 42-60years old in 2006

andareprojected to represent 27 percent of New Jersey's
entire population. The"baby bust" cohort (born between
1965 and 1976)will be 30-41 years old in 2006 and is
projected to account for less than one-sixth ofthestate's
population. The children of the baby boomers, or the so-
called "baby boom echo" (born between 1977 and 1994),
will bethe second largest agegroup in NewJersey,
accounting for 25 percent ofthestate's total population.®
(See Appendix for population by county.)

J NewJeiseyLidexofL^dbig Cultural Indicators

Ethnic Population % OF Total

Year Population White Black Ctnm* Whhe Black Other

1980 4,835,329 4,511,585 318,565 5,179 93.3 6.5 0.1

1965 6,803,910

1970 7,168,164 6,349,908 770,292 47,964 88.5 10.7 0.6

1975 7,332,965

1980 7,364,823 6,127,532 927,967 309,324 3.2 12.6 4.2

1985 7,568,000

1990 7,757,713 6,383,894 1,079,568 296,251 82.3 13.9 3.8

1993 7,873,468 6,391,406 1,125.307 355.782 81.2 14.3 4.5

1994 7,916,143 6,400,247 1,138,882 377,014 80.8 14.4 4.7

1995 7,962,255 6,413,675 1,150,323 398,257 80.5 14.4 5.0

1996 8,007,905 6,425,204 1,161,608 421,093 80.2 14.5 5.2

1997 8,058,384 6,437,121 1,173,901 447,362 79.9 14.6 5.5

1998 8,115,011 6,45Z085 1,188,236 474,690 79.5 14.6 5.8

1999 8,143,412

'^eeAppendix.
SouiiCE: SansncALABsmAcroFTHEUS. US DEmmiENTof Commerce.
BureauOFCensus;I990-J998NJ. DEMRTMEffroF Labor - LaborMaiv(etand
DemographicPESFAROfDmsioN.



NATALITY

Infant Mortality

In&ntMortality per1,000 Live Births
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MUBRKSl Over the last four decades, infant mortal

ityhas declined significantly Both the numbered births
and the birth rates in NewJersey had increased for
about 15years before peaking in1990. Since then, there
hasbeena consecutive decline at least through1997.
(Note: 1998numbers are raw data.)

Birth ratesfor New Jersey continue to remain
lower than U.S. birth rates, as theyhave since 1960.
NewJersey's birth ratefor 1997ranks 28th in the
nation, with Utah having the highest, 20.9 live births
per1000population.^

In 1997, the infant mortality rate continued its
gradual declineand fell to a new record lowfor the
state. The black infant mortality rate remained
higher in relation to the white rate by 2.75times.
New Jersey ranks 27th in the nation with an infant
mortality rate of 6.3 per 1,000 live births for the
year 1997.®

Nicholas Eberstadt of the Harvard Center for

Population and Development Studieswrites that the
problemof infant mortality is"principally a parental
problem" compounded by Increases in illegitimate
births, drug, alcoholand tobacco abuse and the fail-

Year

Live

Births

Birth Rate

Per 1,000

Population

Infant

Deaths

Mortality

Rate

Per 1,000

Live Births

NJ. NJ. as NJ. NJ as

1960 132.374 21.8 23.7 3,248 24.5 26.0

1965 125.194 18.5 19.4 2.918 23.3 24.7

1970 120.168 16.8 18.4 2,406 20.0 20.0

1975 91.862 12.6 14.8 1,434 15.7 16.1

1980 96,866 13.1 15.9 1,201 12.5 12.6

1985 105,329 13.9 15.8 1,113 10.6 10.6

1990 122,897 15.9 16.7 1,086 9.0 9.2

1991 121,400 15.7 16.3 1,064 8.7 8.9

1992 120,446 15.4 15.9 1,011 8.4 8.5

1993 117,841 15.0 15.5 989 8.4 8.4

1994 117,684 14.9 15.2 910 7.7 7.9

1995 114,828 14.5 14.8 761 6.6 7.6

1996 114,335 14.3 14.7 792 6.9 7.3

1997 113,279 14.1 14.5 719 6.3 7.2

1998f" 116,519 14.4 14.6 UnavaiUMe Unavalbbto 7.2

"Preliminarydata.

Souscb: NewJstsEYDERmMENTofHealthandSenior ^mcEs;
National Centerfor HealthSiatistjcs. MorimjtyBranch.

ure at all income levelsof some parents to take
advantage of prenatal care.®

NewJerseyIndexofLading Culturalbtdicators 2
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Births to Women Under 20
Years OM by Marital Status

Births to Women Undo* 20
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ANADrSIS: The data shows that 9 out of10 teen
mothers (90.1 percent) whogave birthin 1997were
unmarried.This percentage of unwed teen mothers has
grown more than five-fold since 1960, when itwas 17.2
percent to 90.1 percent in1997. Further, thedata
reveals that while the actual number of births to unmar

riedteen mothers has increased by285percent since
1960, the overall rate of births in the state has been
declining — fi^om 21.8 to 14.1 in1997.

After peaking in1991, the New Jersey birthrate
fell 15.75 percent from 1991 to 1997. Nationally dur
ingthissameperiod, the teen birthratealso fell, fol
lowing thesame pattern, dropping almost 15 percent
by1997.™ A stark difference isfound, however, incom
paring NewJersey's pregnancy and abortion rates to the
national rate. From 1992 to 1996, the national preg
nancy rate dropped (from 112to97outof1000 teens,
ages 15-19) and theabortion rate declined (from 35to
29 teensout of 1000). NewJersey wasthe onlystate
that didnotexperience a decline inpregnancy rates (97
out of 1000teens15-19) andwasoneof onlythree
states whose abortion rates actually increased (from 45
to 50outof1000teens, ages 15-19)."

Although New Jersey has the second lowest
teen birth rate in the nation, we have one of the
highest teenabortion rates in the country (see
Abortion section, page 6). A large percentage of the
decline in births in the state might be attributable
to abortion.

3 NewJers^IndexofLeading Cultural Indicate

• Therearemany questions andcomplex dynam
ics inN«/v Jersey thatmake itdifficult to understand
what is going onwith teen pregnancy, births andabor
tionrates and contributing behaviors. Isthe percentage
increase inabortion rates dueto pregnant Pennsylvania
teensusing NewJersey abortion clinics to circumvent
their own state laws?^ Another critical question involves
thepositive results ofboth the1995 and 1997 "Youth
Risk Behavior Survey of New Jersey Female High
School Students,"which show the rate of sexual activity
among New Jers^ teens hasdeclined andthe percent
age ofteens choosing abstinence has increased. Ifour
teens arebeing more abstinent wt^ arentpregnancy
rates decreasing more? Isthe remaining perx»ntage of
sexually active teaisengaging inaneven higher rate of
sexual activity resulting inmore abortions? These ques
tions highlight the need forb^ter surveys andmore
accurate data collection to obtain answers.

• Nationally the declines in pregnancies and
abortionsare beingattributedto increased abstinence
andto moreoptions for contraception, suchas irijecta-
bles." Nationwide moreteenagers aredioosingabsti
nence" and more schoolsare usingabstinence-only
cun-icula. According toseparate surveys by the Kaiser
Family Foundation and theAlan Guttmacher Institute
(bothreleased in December 1999), between 34-35
percent of the nation's schools arecurrently teaching
that abstinence untilman-iage isthe onlyappropriate
option,and explaining the shatcomlngs of contracep-
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Births to Women Under 20
Years Old by Marital Status (contj

tiveapproaches.'̂ In addition, during the first halfof
1999 alone, 11 states enacted abstinence-related legisla
tion.'® NewJersey requires the teachingof abstinence,
but not necessarily until marriage,and within the con
text of comprehensivesexeducation, which requires
teaching contraceptive options." Currently, studies are
beingdone nationwide to better documentand quanti
fy the con^ibution abstinence ismaking, percentage
wise, in the redurtion in teen pregnancy rates.

• Congress issued Title V funding forabstinence-
based curricula in 1998 and every state applied for it.
Their rationale Is clear:

♦ Despite20 years of comprehensive sexeducation and
increased conraceptive usage tiiroughout the '80s, the
pregnancy ratecontinued to rise.'® A study of datacol
lected from the CDC and the National /MDortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League showed that tren
pregnancies are higher in states that teach condom

use.'® TfHas also been confinmed that condoms provide
virtually no protection from chlamydia and the HPV
vjrus, two of tile most common and damaging sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs), transmitted bydirect inti
mate skin contact.^
• Although the pill and new injectables like Depo-
provera maybe moreeffective contraceptive methods,
they aredrugs that affect bodychemistry, they are use
less instopping the spread of deadly STDs and aswith
anycontraception, there isno protection from the
emotional pain of premature sexual involvement. The
research isoverwhelming that teen sexual activity itself
isa risk behavior. '̂ Teens andyoung people ages 15-24
are moresusceptible to STDs because of their under
developed cervical anatomy and immunity.^
♦ Abstinence-centered programs have been showing
great success throughout the '90s in reducing sexual
activity and pregnancy among teens both nationally

"and in New Jersey, it is apparent that when teens are
consistently called to a higher standard of expected
behavior, they are risingto the challenge.^^

• Abstinence-centered programs are proving suc
cessful in delaying sexual artivity and in lowering teen
pregnancy Best Friends, an abstinence-based program
founded by Elayne Bennett in Washington D.C.. has
now had success in over 90 schools in 26 cities and 14
states. In New Jersey, Best Friends isnow entering its
seventh year and the program is in 10 Newark
schools. Of the 650+ girls in the Newarkprogram
during the last two years [ labic- a less
than 1 percent pregnancyrate,'* only 5 percent ever

used drugs (in 1999 only 1.4percent), andonly 15
percent used alcohol. The Newark Best Friends pro
gram participants represent a cross-section of class
room students, including higher risk individuals chor
senout ofan already high-risk student/teen popula
tion. Nationally, the program has a sexual intercourse
discontinuation rate of 46.3 percent, meaning that out
of the program participants who had had sex previ
ously46.3 percent discontinued their sexual activity as
a result of the program.

Two other promising programs in New Jersey
that also receive Title V ftjnds are Free Teens USA in
Jersey Cityand Peterson andthe Peer Challenge
Program in Cape May County In addition, there isa
growing commitmentto abstinence education
throughout ourstate, coordinated bythe New Js"sey
Coalition for Abstinence Education {NJCAE).^®(See
Appendix, number 8, for details of a study on Projea
Reality, an abstinence program developed under a
U.S. Department of Healthand HumanServices
grant that now receives Title Vfunds.)

• The CDC promotes five "safer-sex" condom-
based programs including Becoming a Responsible
Teen, Be Proud! Be Responsible!, Focus on Kids, Get
Real AboutAIDS, and Reducing the Risk. Notone _
of these programs has shown even a 1 percent decline
in non-marital births or STDs.^*^

STDs affect an estimated 3 million teens nation

wide each year.^ Roughly 880,000 teen-age girls became
pregnant in 1996, and 308,000 ended in abortion.®

Number of Number of % Of Total

Total Number BIRTHS to Births to Births to %0F

Of Births Married Unmarried Unmw?ried Totw.

TO Women Women Women Women Births

Year Under 20 Under 20 under 20 under 20 All Ages

1960 11,636 9.633 2,003 17.2 8.8%

1965 13,636 9,919 3,703 27.1 10.9%

1970 15,326 9,283 6,043 39.4 12.7%

1975 12.566 5,861 6,705 53.3 13.7%

1960 11.133 3.768 8.115 72.9 11.5%

1965 10,191 i443 7,723 75.8 9.7%

1990 10,377 1,949 8,428 81.2 8.4%

1993 9,357 1,167 6,189 67.5 7.9%

1994 9,615 1,131 8,477 68.2 8.2%

1995 9,384 1,127 8,257 88.0 8.2%

1996 8.849 934 7.915 89.4 7.7%

1997 8,842 877 7.965 90.1 7.8%

1998 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7.8%

Note: Iflotab are not exarr. I.e. married n. un/iiarrkfi, LhemaritalsiatiB haf not bten
stated. Abo, Oguns far1997itwrobtained Hvat tlK NatlDtuil Center forHealth Statisths.

SovitCE: NbvJerseyDEmFTMENTofHealthandSeniorServices.

NewJerseyIndexofLeading CulturalIndicators 4
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ANADTSB: Overone-quarter (28 percent) of births
in New Jersey in1997 were to unmarried mothers. Of
these,66.3 percentof blackmotherswere unmarried,
20.5 percent of white mothers and 13.2 percent of
mothersof other races were unmarried. Most teenage
mothers (90.1 percent) wereunman-ied. The percent
age of births to unmarriedwomen has increased dra
matically overthe past three decades, and the total
numbernf jHftqitimato hiithchac ing-pp*^ hy628
percent since 1960.

The growing numberof children being raised
without a father present is troubling. "Neverbefore
haveso many childrengrown up without knowing
what it meansto havea father," says David
Blankenhorn, founderand presidentof the Institute
for American Values, in his book, FatherlessAmerica.

In NewJersey there were369,528fatherless house
holds in 1998.® Nationally about 40 percent of the
children who live in fatherless households have not

seentheir fathers Inover a year.^ "Parental disinvest
ment cannot be offset by either maternal investment
or public investment," Blankenhorn adds. "Wewill
solve it onlywith fathers."^^

The absence of a father in a child's life is detri

mental in manyvtfavs. Childrenwhogrowup with
only one of their biological parents (usually the moth
er), are three times more likely to have a child outof
wedlock, 2.5 times more likely to become teen moth

ers and twice as likelyto drop out of high school.^
^ yA Seventy-two percent of adolescent murderers, 70 per-

^ cent of long-term prison inmates, and 60 percent of
^ rapists in this country come from fatherless homes."

Greater numbers of unmarried teens becoming
mothers means more families living in poverty and
moregovernment dollars to helpthem survive.
Nationally more than80 percent ofpregnant girls
under age 17who give birth andkeep their babies end \
up on welfare, costing society astaggering $21 billion a Qy ^
l^r.^ Dr. MSkde Hom, former U.S. Commissioner fijr
Children, Youth and Families (1989-1993), believes that
asa society weneed to reconnect marriage andchildren,
and thereby reverse therise infatherlessness. But, he
says, "itwill require that westand firni on the issue of
marriage, formarriage isthe most likely—notperfect,
butmost likely—pathway toa lifetime father."^

The New Jersey Family Policy Council's Fatherless
yVew/era^research reportwill address the issue of
fatherlessness in more depth.

Year

Age
19 AND
Under

All
Other
Ages Total

Births to
Unmarried Women

% OF Total Live Births

1960 2.003 2,798 4,801 3.6%

1965 3,703 4,332 8,035 6.4%

1970 6,043 7,055 13,078 10.8%

1975 6,705 7,628 14,333 15.7%

1980 8,115 12,256 20,371 21.1%

1985 7.723 15,321 23,044 21.1%

1990 8,328 21,747 30,175 24.3%

1993 8,189 23,807 31,996 27.2%

1994 8,477 24,176 32,653 27.7%

1995 8,257 23,454 31,711 27.6%

1996 7,915 24,044 31,959 27.9%

1997 7,965 23,773 31,738 28.0%

1380-34bmhs. marital ttana not stated
1335—1,082births, maritalstatus not ttated
1994-307birila, maritalstatva not statal

Source: NewJerseyDamn^ENTofHbujhandSmatServices.
1990-1^7DAn PKMDEDBYTHENational Center Health
SiATisncs. NavustyDivision.

5 NewJerseyIndixofLeadij^Ca/tara/Jhdltaian



Abortions
Abortions byAgein NewJersey
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ANAOrSIS: There are approximately five abortions
forevery 10 live births in New Jersey Every day, an
average of 172 babies are aborted in our state.

Nationwide, the abortion rate declined between

1992 and 1996 byalmost 12 percent. During that
same period in New Jersey the number of abortions
rose by14 percent to a total of 63,100. From1992-
96 our state was one of only three states that did not
experiencea decline. In fact, teen abortions rose by
11.1 percent.^ In addition. New Jersey had the third
highest teen abortion rate in the country.^^ The per
centage of pregnant teens (15-19) who got abortions
in 1996 was 58 percent, totaling 13,746 teen abor
tions for the year.® The national rate for 1996 was
35 percent,

Parental notification laws are effective in many
states in reducing the number of abortions. When
Minnesota passed a parental-notification law, teen

abortions dropped bv34 percent and pregnancies
decreased by 27 percent: in Massachusetts, teen
abortions fell by 43 percent; in Nebraska, teen abor
tion fell by 30 percent.^On June 24,1999 New
Jerseyjoined 40 other states byenacting the Parental
Notification on Abortion Act by a veto-proof mar
gin in the state legislature. Subsequently abortion

' providers and the American Civil Liberties Union
filfiri a lawsuit to block the law from taking effect. In

September 1999, New Jersey^uperior Court Judge
MargueriteSimon found that the new lawwasa
legitimate effort by the state "to protect minorsfrom

their own immaturity,to foster the family structure,
and to protect the rightsof parents to reartheir chil
dren by assisting their child."*" An appeal by the
abortion providers has also been heard in the state
Supreme Court. A decision had not been handed
down at the time of this report's publication.

There isalsoa growing movementto expand
women's legal rightsin regard to abortion, suchas the
right to the full disclosure of information andthe right
to redress p^hological suffering.*' In New Jersey a
"Women's Right to Know" bill hasbeen introduced
which wouldgive information to womencontemplat
ing abortion.^urrently an abortion clinic is being
sued in Farqo. North Dakota, for allegedly distributing ^
false information about the risks involved by handing ^ "
ou^brochure claiming that the link between abortion
and breast cancer is unsuppQCted by medical research, i

Researcher Dr. Joel Brind reported that 12outof 13
recent medical studies have shovtfn a significant link.
This Issue, he says, "takes the focus off ofthe typicaT
abortion debate and looks at whether women are told

all ofthe risks before undergoing a major surgery."*^
Thirty states including New Jersey have enacted

bans on partial birth abortion, outlawing a procedure
in which babies are killed lust ^ort of complete deliv

ery. Because of conflicting rulingsamong several
states, the U.S. Supreme Court will begin to hear
arguments in April 2000on the constitutionality of
these lam. In NewJersey the 3rd CircuitCourt of
Appeals held a hearing in November to determine the

NewjeneyIndexofLeadingCulturalIndicators 6
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Abortion (contJ

constitutionality of the state's ban,but it will now
most likely reservejudgementuntil the Supreme
Court announces its ruling.

Nationally, over 1.36 million abortions were per
formed in 1996. For 1997, the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimateda 3
percent drop inthe number ofabortions (305 per
1.000 births), which according to theirfigures repre
sents the lowest level in nearly 20 years.*' Activists on
both sidesof the debate saythe drop isdue to more
abstinence and contraception. The New Jersey
Department of Health reported a 3.7 percent drop.^
However, as is revealed In the table at right, this
assessment isonlybased on approximately 50 percent
of total NewJersey abortions. Forexample, when
looking only at state-reported numbers from the New
Jersey Department ofHealth and Senior Services (NJ
DHSS) for 1995-96, we seea 3.3 percent decrease,
when in reality therewasa 3.2 percent increase.
Therefore,a more representative picturefor the state
will not be available until the data is released for all

New Jersey abortion outlets.

7 NewJerseyIndexofLeading Cultural Ittdicators

Age OF
Woman 1975 1980 1985

ClhesD numbers amfromHI
All Ages N/A 30.2^9 41,358 32,947
Under 20 8,044 8,012 8,948 5,715
20-24 10,328 10,942 14,246 10,661
25 - 29 5,846 6,602 9,537 8,008
30 - 34 3,543 3,354 5,340 4,833
All Other 2,478 2,356 3,287 3,720

1990 1995 1996 1997

1992

(These totabInduekaU known outlets-AGl}^
Total NJ Abortions 55,320

Total U.S. Abortions 1,528,930

1995

31,860 30,654
6,239 5,207

10,218 9,895

7,513 7,523

4,533 4,434

2,503 3,595

1996

61,130

1,363,690

1995Live Births 1980 1985 1990

63.100

1,365,730

1996

(forcomparison) 96,866 105,329 122,897 114,828 114,335

Note: TheAlanGuttmadterlmUtute (ACI). thenseardtarmofPlanned
Parenthood, provides themostatauate pictureofOknumberofabortions taking
lOacB asopp^tostatehealth departments whldiottfy track thoseperformedina
licensedhosfdtalfaeUlty. EventheCDCmlkasmost ofitsInformation Irtdirectfy
Sumstatehealth departments."ACInumbers ItxludeallknowniOiortion
providers, both ho^tab aswellasprivateprovidersandtime nun^m can be40
- 50percent hitter thanstatehealth department rwmben. '̂

Sousce: NewJssEYDEmFTMENTofHealthandSenior Services, Tim
ALANCurmACHERlNmnrrE.



nHarriage and Divorce
NumberofMarria^ andDivorces in NewJers^
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ANAiySB: There were moremarriages in 1997 in
thestate than inany year since around 1970. (Based
on preliminary 1998data, it appears that the follow
ingyear balanced out the 1997 surge in man-iages
with a large decrease, representing the lowest number
of marriages since 1965.)

The numberof marriages in NewJersey
increased over a 25-year spanfrom 39,820 in 1960to
a peak of61,189 marriages in 1985.Prom1985on,
the number of marriages steadily declined with the
pypppfinn nf tho poak

Over the past three decades (1965-1996), mar
riages increased by 12 percent while divorceshave
increased bv 345 percent^ Throughout the'90s the
number of divorces per year in the state has averaged
between fourand five forevery 10 man-iages. However
in 1998, the number of divorces reached an all-time

high of 5.2forevery 10marriages. On the national
level the divorce ratedecreased by5.2percent® between
1990and 1997,but in NewJersey the numberof
divorces roseduring the same periodby 2.5 percent.

The rise in cohabitation is a factor that has

contributed to and threatens to further decrease the

numberof marriages and increase the divorce rate in
the state. Nationally, morethan one-quarter of people
aged 20-35 are living with someone® and in New
J^y about one-fifth are cohabiting.®"

Stillnot widely knownbythe public at large is
the fact that cohabitingbeforemarriagedoes not yield
a stronger marriage. Married couples have substantial
benefits over the unman^ied in temis of labor force

productivity physical and mental health, general hap
piness and longevity. There isevidence that these ben
efitsare diluted for coupleswho are not married but
merely cohabiting." In addition, both national and
state researchshow that coupleswho livetogether
prior to marriagehavea higher rate of divorce than
those who do not." Cohabiting coupleswith children
have a higher risk of breaking up. Fully three-quarters
of children born to cohabiting parents will see their
parents split up before they reach age16,whereas only
about a third of children bom to married parents face
the same fate.®^

Children in particularsuffer the consequences of
divorce. Judith Wallerstein, a psychologist and
author of one of the longest-running studies on the

FAMILY

NewJerseyIndexofLeadingCulturalIndicators 8



FAIVilLY

marriage and Divorce (contj

effectsof divorce, provides evidencethat the "impact
of divorce on children is both long-lasting and
cumulative." As shown by her research, the divorce
experience leaves children "morevulnerable during
adolescence" in dealing with alcohol, drugs and sex,
and more fearful in earlyadulthood of forming
romantic relationships "

The NewJerseyManris^Report, a 1997 Study Of
402families conducted byWirthlinWorldwide for
NJFPC, reveals that 29 percentof those whoseown
parentsdivorced weretwiceas likely to get divorced
themselves compared to only16 percent of those
whose parents had not divorced ®The 1995report,
"The CostlyConsequences of Divorce: Assessing
Clinical, Economic, and PublicHealth Impactof
Marital Disruption inthe United States" byDr.David
B.Larson, president and founder of the National
Institutefor Healthcare Research (Nl HR), isanother
valuable reference on the effects of divorce.®®

Becauseof the benefits of traditional marriage
mentioned above and because it has proven to be the
best framework in which to raise children, the stale

has a vested interest in preserving and promoting it
In the Wirthlin Poll, NewJerseyans supportedthe
idea of instituting mandatory pre-divorce counseling.
Establishing a "Marriage Savers" program in our state
would be a proactive suggestion.

In Wisconsin where divorces hover above 17,000

a year, legislators are hopingthat one stateemployee
can use the combined weight of the church and state
to pull the numbers down. The idea isto share infor
mation and help membersof the clergydevelop vol
untary unified marriage policies (such as pre-marital

9 NewJerseyIndexofLeading Cultural Indicators

counseling, encouraging abstinence, discouraging liv
ingtogether) incommunities that wantthem.

AsofJanuary 2000, bothLouisiana andArizona
have adopteda covenant marriage lawwhich Incorpo
rates this process, and Arkansas and Oklahoma are
considering similar legislation.®^ Infact, inthe last two
years almosthalfof the 50 states have amended or
considered amendingtheir laws governing marriage
anddivorce. ("Marriage Disdain," NewJerseyHerald,
Newton, NJ, May 5,2000.) "Thestate ofWisconsin,"
says Assembly Speaker ScottJensen, "spends hundreds
of millions of dollars dealing with the fallout from
broken families, and It seems to make sense to me that

weought to invest a little up front in tryingto
strengthen marriages."®

Ratio of Divorce

Per 1,000 New

Year Marriages Divorces Marriages

1960 39,820 4,591 115

1965 46,281 5,632 121

1970 56,870 10,843 190

1975 53.008 19,446 366

1980 55,794 27.796 498

1985 61,189 29,295 478

1990 58.747 24,911 424

1991 55,832 25,686 460

1992 55,321 25,405 459

1993 53,505 24,784 463

1994 52,797 23,899 452

1995 52,208 24,293 465

1996 51,811 25,048 483

1997 56,410 25,537 452

1998 48,400 25,295 522

Source: NewJerseyDmRTMBJTofF^althand Senior
Services. 1997and I^preuminarydata FROMNATKmiCenter
FORHealthSDMisncs. DiviamoF VrrAL Smijsncs.
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ChlM Abuse
Reports ofChildAbuse orNeglect

30,000

20000

1975 1980 1985 1990

SobslaiittatBil Reports

1999 2090

mmm RepOltS |

University and author of WtundedInnocents: DieReal
Victimsofthe WarAgainst ChildAbuses^\(^, "This hasbeen
framed asan issue ofchilcbwi's rights vs. paients' rights, as if
a false allegation only hurts parents.. ..The problem isthat
It hurts children."®

The steady breakup ofthe mother-father child-raising
unitappears to behighly correlated to thedecline ofchild
well being. This issupported bytheweight ofscholarly evi
dence and documented bynumerous bipartisan national
commissions.®

Although the1994 New Jersey data bore this out (68.5
percent ofverified abuse cases fi'om single family homes),
the more recent New Jersey Department ofYouth and
Family Services (DYFS) reports no longer state family
structure, a critical piece of statistical information.

Therefore one cannot determine from DYFS data if
the parentcommitting the abuse is in a traditional mar
riage relation^ip, single headof household, or in a
cohabiting relationship. However, both national and
international research cited in David Popenoeand
Barbara DaFoe Whitehead's 1999publication. Should
LiveT(^ether?, documents that a greater incidence of
abuse occurs in cohabiting households, step-parentand
single-female head of household families, versus a natural
two-parent family.

JUUUraSs Child abuse isa serious problem. Even one
caseof child abuseand neglectis tragicand profound.
Unfortunately, there seems to be a consistent increase in
the number of reported incidents since 1994. Although
the number of reports decreased sllghtiy in 1998, it repre
sents an increase of almost one-and-a-half times the

number of 1994 reports.
But while the number of child abuse reports has

been rising, the rate of substantiation has beenfalling
since1987. In NewJersey during1998,7.5 out of ten
cases were not able to be substantiated after investiga
tion.® Schools are the largestsinglesourcefor reporting
suspected cases ofabuse or neglect, and In1998only
20.9 percent ofthese reports were substantiated.®" The
substantiation rate,which fluctuates bycounty, wasthe
lowest (13.6) in Hudson County and highest (33.9) in
UnionCounty.®'

Someexperts claima sizable percentage of the
increase in reporting maybedue to exaggeration. Dr.
RichardGardner of Columbia University has written
that there is now a "child abuse establishment" that

actually encourages false charges of childabuse.
Perhapsthe zealof protecting childrenfrom abusehas
created this arena of suspicion and over-reporting.

Richard Wexler, assistant professor at PennState

Substan
tiated

Year Reports Reports

Substantiated Reports
NJ As%ofNJ

Population Population
UNDER Age 18 under Age 18

Rate OF
SuBSVWmVON

1976 21,467 N/A N/A

1981 23,758 N/A N/A

1983 26,398 8,918 33.8%

1985 47,126 18,038 38.3%

1987 50,250 19,288 38.4%

1989 58,404 21,311 36.5%

1990 54,366 19,546 36.0% 1,810,794 1.1%

1991 53,750 19,489 36.3% 1,837,953 1.0%

1992 50,443 17,499 34.7% 1,873,237 0.9%

1993 31,306 10,510 33.6% 1,906,258 0.5%

1994 28,144 9,519 33.8% 1,939,767 0.5%

1995 28,924 9,279 32.1% 1,968,534 0.5%

1996 37,179 10,537 28.3% 1,980,707 0.5%

1997 42,795 11,065 25.8% 1,986,278 0.5%

1998 40,228 9,851 24.5% 1,990,439 0.5%

Note: In 1998,27childrenfnedlhmabux or mgbxttn New

Sources: AmericanHumaneAsscjoation, flwcmnooa Colorado: NewJersey
DEBMrTMENTOFHuman^RViCES. DimoNa'YojthandFamily SBm:ES.

NewJaseyIndexofLeadingCultuialIndicators 10
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AIDS Cases and Deaths
NumberofATOS Cases byYear of

Diagnosis andDeathsbyYear

1983 1084 1085 1086 1087 1988 1089 1900 1091 1091 1993 1994 1999 1998 1997 1998 1099

Meiir Gases

AIUIOSB: In 1999, NewJersey continued to rank fifth
in the nation in the cumulative number of AIDS cases,
trailing New York, California, Florida and Texas" and had
the fifth highest AIDS incidence rateper1,000 popula
tionafterWashington D.C.,New York, Florida, and
Maryland." Currently there are14,116 persons living
with AIDS in this state." Sixty-four percentof all those
with AIDS in NewJersey have died.

Of the persons in NewJersey who havecontracted
AIDS, 52 percent became infected by injectiondrug use,
24 percent byhomosexual contact, and 17 percent by
heterosexual contact. Females account for most of the

cases that contractAIDS through heterosexual contact
(43 percent ofwomen vs. 7 percent of men), while males
account for 34 percentof casescontracted through
homosexual contact. Of the 712pediatric cases ofAlDS,
95percent contracted it from a parent with HIV/AI DS."

Nationally 26 percent of adultsand adolescents with
AIDSwere injection-drug users (compared to 52 percent
in NJ), and 48percent were homosexual (NJ, 24percent).^®

HIV: Currently, thereare 13,484persons living with
HIV (notAIDS) in NewJersey Dr.Bruce Moskovitz of
the Hyacinth Foundation says that HIV may affect 10
timesas many individuals as AIDS, but many arecun^ntly
undiagnosed, constituting a greaterriskto the general pop
ulation.^® Although nationally HIV/AIDS fell from 8th to
14thamong the leading causes ofdeath between 1996 and
1997 and leveled off at 15th in 1998, the CDC confimns
that 50 percent of new HIV infections areoccurring
among young adults under the ageof 25." In New Jersey
HIV rosefrom the 7th to the 3rd leading causeof death

Deaths Repoitsd

among 15-24 year olds between 1996 and 1997."
While newdrugshave shown somesuccess, in a num

ber of patients mutant strains of HIVareoverpowering
the AIDS treatments, and drug-resistant viruses are
spreading because many have returned to high-risk sexual
behavior and needle sharing Inthe mistaken belief that the
AlDSepidemic isover." Preliminary studies estimate that
3 to25 percent ofpatients are showing dmg resistance."

Year

Number Of
AIDS Cases BY

Yr OF Diagnosis

Number Of
Deaths
By Year

Cumulative Cumulative
AIDS Cases Deaths

PRIORT01883 102 96 102 96

1983 189 186 291 282

1984 360 344 651 626

1985 800 764 1.451 1,390

1986 1,272 1,174 2.723 2,564

1987 1,825 1,722 4,548 4,286

1988 2,001 1.863 6,549 6,149

1989 2,567 2,288 9,116 8,437

1990 2,609 2,286 11.725 10,723

1991 2,845 2,470 14,570 13,193

1992 3,555 2,853 18,125 16,046

1993 5,041 3,445 23,166 19,491

1994 4,061 2.345 27,227 21,836

1995 3,772 1.613 30,999 23,449

1996 3,147 917 34.146 24.366

1997 2,400" 530* 36.546 24,896

1998 1,626^* 291* 38,172 25,187

1999 (Jan-Mar) 1,26tf" 128* 39,432 25,315

TOTALS 39,432' 25,315* 39,432* 25.315'

*The numbers reportedSir1997through 1999shouldatl!beeonsldatdpre-
Uminaty. The Division ofAIIXPnvenUon andControl utges caution in
contparing thistJata topnviousyears. Duetotimelagin reportitig, newfy
disgnoscdcasesforanyyear wU!amtinue to increase^sevemlyears past the
calenttoryear/^

Scxoxe: N.JDmsTMENTof andSemorServices.Division
OFMIXPreventionANDContro.
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Suicides
Suiddes UnderAge 25
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AIIADfSB: In 1997, suicide was still the third lead

ingcause ofdeath in New Jersey inthe 15-24 age
group, following accidents andhomicide. Italso
remained the fifth leading cause ofdeath inthe 25-44
age group. Nationally, suicide declined 2 percent
between 1996 and 1997, but moved up from ninth to
eighth among the leading causes ofdeath.®

The total number of suicides in NewJersey has
remained about the same since 1994, but those totals

belie the seriousness of the problem. According to Yale
University professor Edward Zigler, for every actual
suicide, thereare50to 100attempts at suicide.®

Efforts to reduce teen suicide should address

manyof the root causes of suicide rather than attack
the problemthrough well-meaning publicaware
nesscampaigns and classroom discussions, which
often backfire. Mitch Anthony of the National
Suicide Help Center says"Programsthat merely
teach teens facts about suicide are more destructive

than helpful."®^
Dr. David Shaffer of the Columbia University

College of Physicians andSurgeons, New York State
Psychiatric Institute, contends that"any educational
endeavor that incrrases awareness of the problem of
suicide ... could inadvertently facilitate the expression
of suicidal ideas."® He cites mounting evidenceof the
imitative or stimulatoryeffecton adolescent suicidal

behavior. In his research of school-basedyouth suicide
prevention programs, he hasfound that educational
programs cannotbecounted on to alterpathological
attitudes of the high-risk student® Instead, hesug
gests focusing on mental health education — specifi
cally depression, anxiety andsubstance abuse — and
offering information about the benefits of seeking
help foremotional p^chiatric problems. Kay Redfield
Jamison, a professor at theJohns Hopkins School of
Medicine,noted "What we as a societyneed to do Is
helpthose contemplating suicide find betterreasons
for staying alive."^"

Year
Under 25 5-14 15-24 25-44

YearsCXd AllAges YearsOld YearsOld YearsOld

I960 30 485

1965 61 586

1970 65 487 2 63

1975 113 612

1S80 134 576 3 131 173

1985 119 672 9 110 260

1990 89 668 5 84 293

1991 66 573 1 65 270

1992 87 606 7 80 234

1993 91 603 5 86 233

1994 77 588 2 75 231

1995 88 582 6 82 228

1996 72 588 3 69 245

1997 62 586 4 58 229

Source: NewJersey DEtwrntENTofHealthandSenior Sbmces
1997DATA FRCM US.Dmsionof VnAL SiAusncs (MoRourr).
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Unemployment Rate
UnemploymentRate
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AimifSIS: In 1998, New Jersey ranked 20thamong
ail the states in itsunemplt^mentrate. The two high
est rates in the nation arefound inWashington, D.C.
with8.8percent andWestVirginia with6.6percent
Minnesota and Nebraska have the lowest rates, 2.5

and 2.7 percent respectively.®
Even though NewJersey has not kept pacewith

the average rateof decline nationally, wearecurrently
experiencing our lowestjobless ratein 30years, when
it stood at 3.8 percentin 1970.®

Year NJ. US.

1960 4.6% 5.1%

1965 5.1% 4.5%

1970 3.8% 4.4%

1975 10.2% 8.5%

1980 6.7% 7.1%

1985 5.7% 7.2%

1990 5.7% 6.3%

1993 7.4% 6.8%

1994 6.8% 6.1%

1995 6.4% 5.6%

1996 6.2% 5.4%

1997 5.1% 4.9%

1998 4.6% 4.5%

1999- 4.5% 4.9%

'PrcUmiimry

Source: New jBiSEYDBmiMEfn-ofLabor.
DtVEIWOFLABCSil^ANNINCANDANAUSIS.
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Rimllles With ChlMren
In Poverty

Percentin Poverty
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WithCMdren
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iUUUraS: Over the last20 years, 6 to 9 percent of
all NewJersey families were belowthe povertylevel
(see Appendix, p.24). In1996 and1997, about two-
thiidsofthepovertyfamUies In NewJersey werefemale
householders withspouse absent. The "feminization"
of poverty is very startling.

According to William Galston, former Domestic
Policy Counsel to President Clinton, "Changes in
family structure overthe pastgeneration arestrongly
correlated with the rising ratesof poverty among chil
dren... Child poverty ratestodaywould be one-third
lower iffamily structurehad not changedso dramati
cally since 19^. Fifty-one percent of the increase in
child poverty observed during the 1980s isattributable
to changes infamily structure during that period.""

Paradoxically publicspending on children in the
U.S. hasnever beenhigher. At the sametime,child
poverty is increasing and childwell-being isdeclining.
According to David Blankenhom, ourrising public
investmentin childrenhas been far outweighedbyour

private disinvestment prima^lly paternal disinvest
ment®® During 1998 in New Jers^, 369,528 fiamilies
(17.8 percent) did nothave a father living In thehome."

Out of all NewJersey families with children,
morethan 4 percentare headed bya singlefemale in
poverty (female householder with spouse absent).
Out of the total number of families living in poverty,
60 percentare headed byfemale householders,
spouse absent

All Families
Famiueswith % and No.

Year Children in Poverty

1969

1979

1989

1990

1995

1996

1997

1,046,776

1,008,226
947,076

941,920

973,080
972,961

988,176

7.2%= 75,218
11.7%= 117,582
10.8% =102,284

12.0% =113,030

9.0% = 87,577

10.3% = 100,215

9.5% = 93,876

All Female Householoer/SA*
FaMIUES with % AND NO.

Children in Poverty

115,177

185,250

184,405

35.9% = 41.394

42.9% = 79,458

32.8% = 60,563

There is no new data availaMeto update
this sectionuntil the 2000Censusreport
becomes available In2002.SeeAppoidlx
for other statistics.

Spouseabsent

Source: NewJasEYDa^uoMENTofLabor, NewJerseySiateData Center.
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EDUCATION

PubllG School Expendlturos

PerPupilSpendingin Dollars
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School Yr.
Ending

NJ.
Expenditures

NJ. Per Pupil
Cost

(IN Dollars)

1965 $ 865,577,012 $ 502

1970 1,343.564,000 1,016

1975 2,575,203,747 1,384

1980 3,638,533.000 3,191

1985 4.697,534,000 5,570

1990 8,119,069,000 8,330

1991 8,897,612,000 8.827

1992 9,838,800,000 9.410

1993 9,915,429,000 9,668

1994 10.448,096,000 9,975

1995 10,776,982.000 9,178

1996 10,874,930,234 9,659

1997 11,408,579,660 9,896

1998 11,664,637,210 9,900

Source: The US DmfiTMENTOFEDUCATiQN.
National CenterimEducationSiajhues.

ANIIDSB: While NewJersey ranksnumber one
nationally Inper-pupll spending (followed by
Connecticut, New York, Alaska and the District of

Columbia)," it ranks38th in the country in SAT
scores alone. However, of the 23 states in which at

least50 percentor more of graduatestook the test in
1999,NewJersey ranks 10th, two pointsbehind
Maine,which ranked ninth. V\feshington rankedfirst,
followed byOregon and New Hampshire.®

A recentreport called "State of State
Standards," released Jan.6,2000 bythe Fordham
Foundation, details sound criteria by which to judge
the quality of New Jersey's statestandards in
English, history, geography, mathematics and sci
ence, compared to the restof the nation. It appears
to be a helpful reference for parents,educators and
legislators to learn about the content oftheir state's
curricula and their state's standards (see www.edexcei-
Jence.net).

Specifically, the study reveals that improvingour
state's curriculumcontent In English and math
could hold the keyto boosting SAT scores much
higher. Although our science standardsare rated
well, the body of the report explains In what ways
our English, math and particularly our historycon
tent are in need of serious improvement.With

15 NewJen^Index (^Leading CulturalIttdiatiffs

regard to mathandscience. The Record recer\t\y
reportedthat state educators are expecting the short
age of qualified teachersfor these sulyects to worsen.
This could either limit needed class options for stu
dentsand/ordrive up salaries due to demand.®

Throughout the 1990s, more New Jersey parents
chosealternative education options. This maycreate
competition for public school improvement while
enabling parents to decide howbestto usetheir tax
dollars to educate their children. Charter schools are

cropping up throughout the state. Inaddition, more
parents arechoosing to homeschool their children.
However, while home-schooled children are benefit
ing withaverage SATscores thatare67 points above
the national average,®" thesefamilies arestill paying
taxes to a public school system theyhave lost faith in.

Low-income families in Milwaukee, Wise.,

who participate in a voucher programsaid their two
foremost reasons for selecting their child's school
were highereducational standards and dissatisfac
tion with the values their children learned in public
school (70 percent).®^ A voucher system in New
Jersey would provide the most equitable choices for
all families. Everyparent should havethe right to
choose the best school for their children — public,
private or parochial.
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Average SiUSceras of
IHgh School Seniors
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miADfSn: ln March of 1994, a new version of the
SAT, the Scholastic AssessnientTest, was introduced.
The newversion containsfewerquestionsand stu
dents are allowed 30 more minutes to take the test.

This revised SAT allows calculators and eliminates

antonyms, one of the most difficult sectionson the
verbal test.The College Board claimed that the
changes werenecessary to keepthe test in sync"with
howandwhatstudents aretaught in school."®^

In April 1995,the CollegeBoard madean addi
tional change which amounted to re-centering the
score scales for alltests in the SAT program. A new
average wasset at 500. On the oldscale, according to
the College Board, the average scores hadfallen to
425 on verbal, 475 on math (U.S. scores). Re-center
ing wasto reflect moreaccurately the diversity of the
students takingthe test.The technical benefit was
that it made it possible to expand the scale in the
lowerend of the bellcurve,thereby allowing the
scoresto reflect more differentiation where they were
"clumping in the lower halfof the curve."®

The only problem, according to a May 31,1995
article In USA Today, wasthat the scores werecoming
out about100 pointshigherthan before, yet many
students and their parents did not know this was due
to a newscoring scale, not smarterstudents.®*

When converting the re-centered scores to the
original scores, it becomesevident that the average
SAT verbal scores in NewJersey have dropped 28
points since1972. Studies of the Johnson O'Connor

1090 1995*1998**2000

mmmm New Jersey

Research Foundation showthat top-level executives
haveexcellent verbal skills. Masteryof verbal skills is a
strong indicator of future success. The NewJers^
mathscores have actually risen to 10 pointsabove the
1972average score versus 1999. However, it is impor
tant to note that 1972 students took the unrevised

test Nationally, the combined (verbal and math) aver
ageSAT scores have plummeted 31 pointssince
1972,and NewJersey's have fallen 18 points.

Average Sat Scores for High School Seniors
School
Year
Ending Verbal

New Jersey
Math Total

United States
Verbal Math Total

1965 N/A N/A N/A 473 496 969

1970 N/A N/A N/A 460 488 948

1972 446 470 916 453 484 937

1975 424 454 878 434 472 906

1980 415 452 867 424 466 890

1985 425 464 889 431 475 906

1990 418 473 891 424 476 900

1991 417 469 886 22 474 896

1992 420 471 891 423 476 899

1993 419 473 892 424 478 902

1994 418 ^5 893 423 4ra ^2

pilot
1996 498 505 1.003 505 508 1.013

1997 497 508 1,005 505 511 1.016

1998 497 508 1.005 505 512 1.017

1999 498 510
*NewvmlonafSATicamlaccanang
**IhbtcorebtlteOjatre-ttntmdtan

1.008
tocSdaaiit.

i.

SOS 511 1,016

Note: Thedropin testsconsdescribed Inanaiysbsection wascon^ted
u^ng a scoreconvenercaidfiomthe CoU^Etotud, New York City.

Source: T^CollegeBoard
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EDUCATION

Junior High and
High School Dropouts
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NumberofStudent Dropouts - Grades7-12
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ANAOrSIS: Before the ageof 16, it isagainst the law
to dropoutof school. Therefore, dropout rates arevery
lowfor the seventh and eighth grades. In recentyears
dropout rate Information has not been published by
the New Jersey Department of Education. For 1994
the dropoutratewas0.8 percentand forthe 20-year
period prior, it remained fairly constant at 0.4 percent.

The percentage of high school dropouts remained
constant between 4 and 5 percent until the school
year ending 1997when it dropped to 3.9 percent.
This mayhave to do with the booming economy and
the fact that students who may havedropped out
becauseof economic necessityare instead remaining
in school. Until the school yearending 1995, the 11th
gradehad a consistently higherdropoutrate.®® Forthe
years ending 1996and 1997, the number of 10th
grade dropouts ishigher.®®

In 1999,NewJersey had the highestgraduation
rate in the nationat 91.6 percent. Following New
Jersey was Connecticut (84.8 percent), Minnesota

J7 NewJen^Index oTLeadingCultundIndicators

(84.8), Utah (84.3) and Iowa (83.9). The lowest
graduation rates were Mississippi (52.8) and the
Districtof Columbia (50.6).

School
Year
Ending

Jr High High School High School Total
Dropouts Dropouts Dropout Rates Dropouts

(GRADES 7-81 (grades 9-12) (GRADES 9-12) (GRADES 7-12)

1976 606 20.688 N/A 21,688

1981 569 18.928 N/A 19,497

1986 511 16,138 N/A 16,649

1990 442 12,109 4.1% 12,551

1994 988 13,028 4.5% 14,016

1995 886 12,558 4.2% 13,444

1996 852 12,662 4.3% 13,514

1997 519 11,621 3.9% 12,140

Sojrce: VnAL EDUCATimSvmsncs. 1976-77; 1981-82; l%6-87:
1990-91 Table 13;1994-95Table14; 1995-96Table16.



Prison Population
Number ofAdult State-Sentenced Inmates

(sentenced tooneyear ormore)

1960 1965 1979 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

ANAIISB: The numberof prisoners in NewJers^
per 100,000 of the population hasbeensteadily
increasing since about1975. In factthe numberof
prisoners per100,000 population has increased by
390 percent between 1975and 1998. According to
David Blankenhom, despite our current policy of
spendingever-larger sums of moneyon prisoncon
struction, our "capacity to buildnew prisons is being
far outstripped by our capacity to produce violent
young men. We aregenerating male violence much
faster than we can Incarcerate it."^

While lockingup more violent criminals is a
benefit to society and may be having some measure
of deterrent effect, punishment alone will not pro
vide men and women with the change in attitude,
principlesand overall lifeskills they need to succeed
in society

American society— devoid of its moral center
— can still be a cold, forbidding place, but in some
areas of the nation we are beginning to see govern
ment once more "pull about itselfthe cloakof moral
principle."®® The Texas Department of Criminal
Justiceentered into ajoint effort with Prison
Fellowship (www.prisonfeiiowship.org}, and Instituted
a groundbreaking attempt at faith-based prison
reform. Launched inApril 1997, the "InnerChange"
program seeks to reduce the state's recidivism rate—

the percentage of inmateswho return to prison — by
teaching prisoners a combination of scriptural princi
ples and biblical life skills. Prison Fellowship hasthus
far managed to avoid church-state legal challenges by
fundingthe experiment itself.

Though it tookseveral years forPrison
Fellowship to find a state willingto givethe program
a try, the early
results have

generated
plenty of inter
est As of

March 1999,

at least two

other states

were negotiat
ing with
Prison

Fellowship to
Implement the
program by
the end of the

year.
Note: Number ofprisoners b the number of
adult state-sentenced Inmatesover 18 orJuveniles
triedand convicted as athtlts andsentenced toane

year or more.

Source: N J. Demrtmentof CoRREcncm

Number of

Prisoners

Number of PER100,000

Year Prisoners Population

1965 4.839 71

1970 5,704 80

1975 5,114 70

1S80 5,882 80

1985 11.940 158

1990 19,041 246

1991 20,576 265

1992 23,122 295

1993 22,277 283

1994 23,393 295

1995 24,180 304

1996 26,574 332

1997 27,001 335

1998 27,834 343

CRIIYIE
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CRimE

Serious and Wolent
Crime Offenses

Serious Crime Offenses
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ANADSIS: In 1998, total crime in New Jersey
dropped 9 percent — the single largestdrop since
the NewJersey State Police begancollecting
statewide crime data in 1966. It also exceeded the

national decreaseof 7 percent. New Jersey's violent
crime rate decreased by 10 percent, which also
exceeded the national decrease and the 7 percent
decrease In the Northeast region.

"Many factors areresponsible for New Jersey's
continued drop in crime,"said Lt. Col. Michael
Fedorko In a press release for the 1998 Uniform
Crime Report. "Several factors include policeoffi
cers and law enforcement agencies employing inno
vative crime fighting techniques such as communi
ty policing programs; new technologiessuch as the
centralized State PoliceFully Integrated
Identification System which can immediately iden
tify criminal suspects before they can be released;
longer sentences which keep career criminals
behind bars and a better educated, informed and

wary public."
Both the overall and violent crime rate have been

falling since the early '90s. While this represents a

Violent Crime Offenses
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very positive trend, the total crime rate is27percent
higher than itwasin 1970and the violent crime rate
is 55 percent higher.

Serious Rate per Violent Rate per
Crime 1,000 Crime 1,000

Offenses Population Offenses Population

1970 196,618 27.4 20,583 2.9

1975 376,139 50.6 30,197 4.1

1980 470,169 64.1 44,380 6.0

1985 385.331 51.3 41,135 5.4

1990 421,034 54.5 50,067 6.5

1995 373.706 48.3 47,577 6.0

1996 346,094 43.8 42,420 5.3

1997 326,912 40.9 39,652 5.0

1998 296,638 37.1 35,722 4.5

Note: Sertom CHm = vioknc frimeplus tutgkuy.latveny-ttK/t and
motor vchlck theft.

VtakntGlmf muidtr, tape.iMxty,ai•xJaggravated assault.

Source: NewJerseySmrEPojcE, Uniform CrimeReports
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CRimE

Juvenile Crimes
JuvenileSeriousCrime Arrest Rates
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ANADStt: A decade of public attentionto the prob
lem ofjuvenile violence isbearing some fruit. Both
juvenileserious crimearrests andviolent crimearrests
in Jersey have been steadily declining since 1995,
despite the increase injuvenile population. From 1997
to 1998, seriousjuvenile crime actually dropped 15per
centandviolent crime dropped by14.5 percent For
1998, statejuvenile arrest rates still rankseventh highest
inthe nation, down fi-om fifth highest in 1997.

"Suchgood newshowever, shouldnot foster
complacency nor lead us to weaken our efforts to
combatjuvenilecrime,which despitedecreases isstill
too prevalent" says ShayBilchik, administrator of the
U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice.® Also, one must look

deeper into statistics. In 1997,onlyone in eightjuve
nile violent crimes were cleared byactual arrest.""
Therefore the seriousnessof the problem is not totally
evident firom the number of arrests alone.

Secondlyjuvenilecrimes are underreported. The
National Crime Victimization Survey found in 1997
that only 42 percent of serious violent crimes com-

JuvenileViolentCrimeArrestRates
pa-1,000Juveniles

e
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J
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j
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>
f >08

1075 1080 1085 1000 1005 2000

mitted byjuveniles were everreported to law
enforcement.^"^

NewJersey'sjuvenile violent crime index Isstill
22percent above the national average. Juvenile vio
lence isup 3 percent inoneyear Inourstate's schools,
from 26,307 total reported incidences in 1996-97 to
27,067 in 1997-98.^®

Disturbingly, the nature of crime,evenamong
young people. Is becoming more vulgar and remorse
lessas is evident in national media reports of recent
years. Inaddition, between 1989 and1998, arrests for
serious violentjuvenile crime offenses increased 15
percent for females in NewJersey whichreflects a
national trend for the same period.

The connection between parental detachment
and violent crimeshouldnot be ignored. An FBI
National CenterforAnalysis ofViolent Crimestudy
"Criminal Investigative Analysis: Sexual Homicide,
1990," lists three of the most common factors in the

historyof a killer. They are physical or sexual abuse,
failure in emotional attachment to the mother, and

NewjerseyIndexofLeadittgCulturalIndicators 20



CRIIVIE

Juvenile Crimes (contj

the failure to use parentsas role models. As families
are divided and many two-parent homes have two
workingparents, childrenare too often left on their
own. It is a fact that mostjuvenilecrime takes placein
the hours right after school.

The home is the first and foremost teacher, but

government institutionssuch as schools, which hold
the minds of our children in their hands for 6-plus
hours a day, also need to support families by uphold
ingbasic, time-tested moral principles. "Forfar too
longwe've beenafraid of establishing religion, and we
haven't beenfaith-friendly," admits Michelle Doyle of
the U.S. Department of Education. "And when you
look at the community, that doesn't make sense."^"

Recently, President Clintoncalled forgreater
involvement of religious institutionsin publicschools,
such as faith-basedgroupsand after-school activities,
in hisweekly radioaddress of Dec. 18,1999. Due to
both the rise in school violence and increasing viola
tions of First Amendment rights with regardto reli
gion, President Clinton introduced expanded guide
lines on religious liberties in public schools in
December of 1999.

Along withthe guidelines, the president promised
to sendthree FirstAmendmentCenter publications to
the nation's schools: "ATeacher's Guide to Religion in
Public Schools," "AParents Guideto Religion in Public
Schools," and"Public Schools and Religious
Communities," (These may beaccessed via
www.edgov/irdts/reUgi(mhJsdiocd^pubUcatkafjs.htznii

21 NewJers^Index^Leading Cultural Indicators

These publications have been endorsed bymore than35
groupsacross the political and religious spectaim.

UCLA Professor James Q. Wilson states there

are only two restraints on behavior: morality, enforced
by individual conscience or social rebuke; and law,
enforced bypolice and courts."^ "Members ofthe
criminaljustice system on all levels haveagreed that
it'seasier to buildstrong childrenthan it isto repair
broken men!" noted Dr.Virgil Guiker, quoting
Frederick Douglas inan interview aboutKids Hope
USA. (Kids Hope isa program for troubled children
that partners with churches andschools. Seekids-
t«)peusa@intemationalaid.org)^^

Juvenile % OF All

Arrest Rate %0F Crime

Per 1,000 Juvenile Committed by

Juveniles Serious Crime Juveniles

Serious Violent Which ISViolent Smous VlCO-ENT

1975 33.1 3.3 9.9% 48.7% 25.0%

1980 36.2 4.5 12.4% 42.0% 25.2%

1985 28.8 5.6 19.4% 36.7% 28.5%

1990 32.1 6.7 20.9% 29.3% 22.9%

1995 29.2 6.8 23.3% 31.0% 26.1%

1996 27.6 6.4 23.2% 45.6% 35.2%

1997 24.3 5.6 23.0% 40.7% 32.2%

1998 20.5 4.7 22.9% 38.3% 28.9%

Note:SeriousCrime = violentcrimeplusbuislary.lanxtyf-theit and moatr
vchitie theit.

Violent Crime= munkr,tape,nbbety,andaggisvatedassault.

ScxmcE: NewJersey JuvenileJustice Commission;NISiatePouce
^pcm Tables sm^imbyNewJer^yJuvenile Cc»^mssim;pmjLATm
estimates were obtainedfrombothDB^IMENTofLABCm, Dmsk^/of
LaborMarketandDEMOCRAmcRE^ASRCHJU^ 1994-1^figures
WEim OBTAINED VIA NEWjBlSEYjlSnCE CCMMSSION.



Honriclde
Victims ofHomicide
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ANADfSB: Duringthe second halfof the 19S0s the
number of homicides showed a decrease across all age
groups in NewJersey. Yet one-and-a-half timesas
many people were murdered in ourstate in 1998 than
in 1960.The percentage of youngpeoplebetweenthe
agesof five and 24 being murdered — fourtimesas
manyin 1998as In1960— isstill of greatconcem.

As of 1997, homicide was the second leading
causeof death in the age category15-24, following
accidents. In the agegroup of 1-14 years, death by
homicide was the fourth leading cause of death, fol
lowing accidents, cancer andcongenital anomalies.""

New Jersey's teen (ages 15-19) violent deathrate
rankedfifth lowest amongthe states in 1997,up fi-om
fourth lowest In1996, according to the Annie E.
Casey Foundation.'"' The total number ofviolent teen
deaths in 1997 totaled 179, down from 183 in 1996.

Of the teen violent deaths in 1997, there were 103

accidental deaths, 53 homicides and 23 suicides.^"

Victims of Homicide
5-24 25-44

Years Years
Year Old Old All Ages

1960 25 72 157

1965 38 99 209

1970 122 183 418

1975 155 205 520

1980 142 238 530

1985 126 191 452

1990 126 229 482

1993 141 194 448

1994 148 182 433

1995 122 175 408

1996 115 143 337

1997 118 141 259

1998 100 136 236

Somx: NmjBi^DEiwmfENTOFl^AUHAND^NmSERVicES, New
M^SixiEPa^CRiMmLjusmxRECOwsBim^u, I994-9&

CRIiVIE
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APPENDIX

Appendix

1. Population ofNewJersey- Ag^ Categories
Year 0-4 5-17 18-24 25-44 45-64 65+* 85+

1990 550,084 1,266,615 783,414 2,568,296 1,559,102 1,030,202 94,410

1991 564,240 1,278,828 750,961 2,587,318 1,557,726 1,044,791 97,854

1992 576,814 1,300,933 724,512 2,571,592 1,593,185 1,059,218 101,839

1993 583,664 1,327,460 707,242 2,565,968 1,616,333 1,072,801 106,544

1994 585,720 1,359,224 690,549 2,559,252 1,638,533 1,082,865 111,036

1995 580,488 1,388,046 678,311 2,558.083 1,664,610 1,092,717 115,396
1996 569,029 1,411,678 668,688 2,559,699 1,698,534 1,100,277 120,016

1997 556,545 1,429,833 668,203 2,558,698 1,741,532 1,103,573 123,961

1998 547,198 1,443,241 672,197 2,558,714 1,787,845 1,105,816 128,456

'The 65+ numbers include the 85+ numbers.

Source: NewJerseyDeihrtmentofLabor. DivisionofLaborand demographicre^arch:estimatesofsiatepopulatjonbyace
GROUPANDSEXNewJer^y. 1^1998.

2. Populationof NewJersCT- Ethnic
Omer Ethnic %of %of Asian &
Rspulations Total Total Pacific

Year Population (Non-Hispanic) Population Hispanic Population Islander
1990 7,757,713 5,725,890

5,697,813
5,678,380
5,662,520
5,647,467
5,635,387
5,619,849
5,601,546
5,586,083

N/A

73.8%
73.2%
72.6%
71.9%
71.3%
70.8%
70.2%
69.5%
68.8%

N/A

656,004
678,283
702,396
728,886
752,780
778,288
805,355
835,575
866,002

N/A

8.5%
8.7%
9.0%
9.3%
9.5%
9.8%

10.1%
10.4%
10.7%

N/A

280,295
296,831
316,930
338,548
357,748
378,115
400,299
425,950
452,524

N/A

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

7,783,864
7.826.254
7,873,468
7,916,143
7.962.255
8,007,905
8,058,384
8,115,011
8,143,412

Source: NEwjERSEYDEBUUMENTOFLABCxi E^visi(»ia L̂aborandDemographicResearcu

3. Elementary andSecondary Education - Grades K-12

% of American Indian % of
Total & Alaskan Total

Population Native Population
3.6%
3.8%
4.0%
4.3%
4.5%
4.7%
5.0%
5.3%
5.6%
N/A

15,956
16,633
17,347
18,207
19,266
20,142
20,794
21,412
22,166

N/A

0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
N/A

Year Enrollment

1975 1,458,000
1980 1,246,008
1985 1,129,223
1990 1,076,005
1991 1,089,646
1992 1,105,150
1993 1,127,113
1994 1,146,945
1995 1,168,895
1996 1,191,978
1997 1,227,832

Source: NEWjEi^YDEivunMENTOFEDUCATim, VrrALEDUCATKMSrAVS^ncs, 1997datafrcm DepartmentofEducation.

4. Juvenile Crime- Numberof Arrestsand Population

Year
Serious
Crimes

Violent
Crimes

Est. Population
(10-17yrs.)

1975 36,011 3,599 1,089,689
1980 35,433 4,355 979,931
1985 28,047 5,502 975,034
1990 24,842 5,195 772,930
1995 24,048 5,614 823,503
1996 23,085 5,344 837,413
1997 20,518 4,745 845,725
1998 17,611 4,051 857,223

Source: NewJerseyStatePouce CriminalJumcERecordsBureau.Nb/vJerseyJuvenileJusuce Commission.
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5. NewJersey Families - Number, Poverty andSingle Female HeadwithSpouse Absent
Number of

Female
Householder

Number of
Female

HouseholderNumber Families

Year
of All

Families
Below

Poverty Level
(Spouse Absent)

Families
(Spouse Absent)

Families in Poverty

{%ofAii l%cfAii [%ofAu pSofAtt
Familial Families] FH.(SA)FamJ PovFamJ

1969 1,838,809 112,637 6.1% 202,005 17.0% 48,419 23.9% 43.0%
1979 1,942,108 147,975 7.6%
1989 2,028,000 143,000 7.1% 344,760 17.0% 89,000 25.9% 62.0%
1990 2,030,000 155,000 7.6% 348,000 17.0% 97,000 28.1% 62.0%
1991 2,036,000 165,000 8.1% 344,000 16.9% 97,000 27.9% 59.0%
1992 2,051,000 182,000 8.8% 356,000 17.0% 115,000 30.8% 63.0%
1993 2,069,000 178,000 8.6% 393,000 19.0% 118,000 31.4% 66.0%
1994 2,054,000 140,000 6.8% 358,000 17.0% 84,000 23.9% 60.0%
1995 2,040,000 129,000 6.3% N/A 92,000 21.2% 55.0%
1996 2,057,000 150,000 N/A 94,000 26.4% 63.0%
1997 2,076,000 147,000 7.1% N/A 89,000 24.0% 60.0%

APPENDIX

Source: NJ. StateData Center, NewJerseyDs)\RrMENTofLm}R. Labormarketand OEMOCRAmicsRE^ARCH. Updated hcure
for 1989-1997fr(M1999rsvrt. tablesS2and table 13.

6. AIDS/HIV - Persons Living withHIV Infection (notAIDS)and
withAIDS, byNewJersey County.

Cumulative Data as of December 31,1999

Countyof
Residence

Living with HIV
(not AIDS)

Livingwith
AIDS Total

Atlantic 685 573 1,258
Bergen 413 607 1,020
Burlington 202 178 380
Camden 587 505 1,092
Cape May 86 89 175
Cumberland 199 175 374
Essex 4,243 4,005 8,248
Glouster 103 96 199
Hudson 1,600 2,051 3,651
Hunterdon 33 45 78
Mercer 534 413 947
Middlesex 628 800 1,428
Monmouth 676 681 1,357
Morris 202 285 487
Ocean 213 203 416
Passaic 1,119 1,194 2,313
Salem 76 61 137
Somerset 140 196 336
Sussex 46 44 90
Union 918 1,121 2,039
Wan-en 35 38 73
IncarcerRted 705 733 1,438

41 2^ 64

Total 13,484 14,116 27,600

Source:NJ. DEPARFMEm'ofHealthandSeniorServices, DivisionofAIDS
PREVENnmAND CONTROL.

7. AIDS-Reporting ofAIDS
Al DS statistics are not constant because,

according to the NewJers^ Department of
Hralth, the time lagin reportingnewlydiag
nosed cases continies to increase for several

yearspast the end of the diagnosisyear.
Cautionshouldbe exercised incomparing
incidencedata of later reports with comparable
data in priorreports. (NewJers^ Health
Statistics1996).

According to the U.S. Centers for
DiseaseControl and Prevention (CDC),
AIDS was not a notifiable disease until 1984.
In October 1986, AIDS and AIDS-Related
Complex (ARC) legally became reportable
diseases in NewJers^. InJanuary 1993,tiie
definition ofAlDS wasexpanded bytiie
CDC to reflect the clinical ^cbttmes that are
associated with the condition. It wasexpanded
to include individuals with HIV and one of
the following conditions; a CD4+T-lympho-
cytecountdf fewer than 200cells per micro-
liter;a CD4+T-cell percentage under 14; pul
monary tuberculosis; recun^nt pneumonia
(within a 12-monthperiocO or invasive cervical
cancer (CDC, 1992).
Source:NewjEisEYHealthStatistics1996,
NEW/BiSEYDmRTMENTOFHEALTHAND
SeniorServices.

8. AIDS - Abstlsence Education - StatisticalValidation ofProject Reality
In November 1996, a longitudinal study ofabstinence education in Illinois waspublished byNorthwestern University School of

Medicine in Chicago, III. The studywasa one-y^ follow-up, monitoring 2,541 studentswhoparticipated ina middleschool program,
"Choosir^ tiie Best," taughtthroughoutthe stateof Iilinois underthe administration of Project Reality. The studyshowed that 54 percent of
teenswho hadbeensexually active before participating in the abstinence-centered program wereno longer sexually active oneyearlater. Also,
the numberof newly sexually active teenssurv^ed one yearafterthe program's public-school classroom instruction fell 21 percent below the
level predicted by their involvement in associatedbehaviors.

Project Rrality, asof March2000,administers programs in238schools tiiroughout Illinois, fundedly the Illinois Department of
HumanServices. Moretiian 38,000studentsparticipate in the programs.

This year, Northwestern University hasexpressed interest in doinga newstucty with Rnqject Reality. A program representative of Prt^ect
Reality says plan a newstudynextyearbecause the TitleV government program evaluation questionnaire isinsufficient
Source:ProjectI^MJTY, Glen View,Illinois.
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